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DJU’AJITMBMT  OF  THE  AHWV 
Head quart  ere,  24  Brigade  (Prov)(Sep) 
25th  Infantry  Division 
APO  SP  96268 


AVacm  16  Haroh  1971 

SUBJEOI I  Operational  Deport  —  LesBons  Learned  For  The  Period  i 
Sov saber  1970  to  28  February  *571 


See  Distribution 


Commanding  Offioer  —  Colonel  Joseph  R.  Ulatoskl 

Prepared  by  —  18th  Military  History  Detachment 

Location  —  Camp  Frenzell-Johes,  Hepublio  of  Vietnam 

Map  Reference  —  Scale  1|100,000j  Sheets  6330  I,  II  j  6331  IIj  6430  I, 

II,  III,  IVj  6431  II,  in. 

1.  OIEHATIOHSj  Significant  AotivitieB 

The  quarter  from  1  August  to  31  Ootober  1970  was  marked  by  a  generally 
low  level  of  activity  as  enemy  unitB  suffered  aoutd •  supply  nhortagoa. 

These  supply  shortages  were  a  direot  result  of  the  highly  succescful  Cambodian 
operations  undertaken  by  US  and  Vietnamese  units  in  May  and  June  of  1970. 
Continued,  eaphasiu  was  placed  on  upgrading  AH7yiC?/PF  forces  as  units  of 
the  25th  Infantry  Division  emphasized  combined  operations  with  those  indige¬ 
nous  forces  and  conducted  extensive  training  programs  designed  to  increase 
tactics  and  weapons  skills.  This  intensive  training  program  was  oonduoted 
to  insure  the  suooeas  of  the  tfovemaent  of  Vietnam  (GVN)  paoifioation  program 
by  providing  local  villages  and  hamlets  protection  againBt  VC  guerrilla 
activity  and  to  pave  the  way  for  the  redeployment  of  US  troops  as  part  of 
the  continuing  Vietnamization  of  the  war.  Keystone  message  dirooting  re¬ 
deployment  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  reoeived  by  the  Di vision  on 
12  October  1970  and  Division  Operation  Ori*£  183-70  was  published  on  15 
Ootober  1970,  The  1st  and  3rd  Brigades  werVto  stand  down  during  November 
while  the  2nd  Brigade  vias  to  remain  in  Vietnam  operating  east  of  Saigon  in 
Bien  Hoa,  Long  Khanh  and  Phuoo  Tuy  Provinces.  The  2nd  Brigade  was  reorganised 
as  a  separate  Brigade  on  0  November  and  placed  OPCON  to  II  Field  Force, 
Vietnam.-  (For  further  information  on  the  redeployment  of  the  25th  Infantry 
Division,  see  the  Keystone  After  Action  Report.) 


Enemy  activity  within  the  25th  Infantry  Division's  area  of  operations 
»a» ined  at  a  low  level  during  ”jne  first  week  of  the  reporting  period 
(1-7  Hovember)  as  main  force  units  avoided  contact,  while  supporting  looal 
force  units  in  the  colloction  of  taxu3  and  the  procurement  of  food  and  amimn* 
nition.  No  one  ares  was  notably  active  ec  communist  ccmoandero  put  a  temporary 
freeze  on  operations  in  anticipation  of  a  change  of  posture  by  Allied  forces 
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near  the  end  of  1970.  Ground  activity  was  light  and  scattered  during  the 
week  while  only  two  mining  incidents  were  reported  resulting  in  three  US 
soldiers  wounded. 

The  redeployment  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  was  another  factor  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  generally  low  level  of  activity  reported  during  the  first 
week  of  November.  Changes  in  task  organization  and  a  great  amount  of  personnel 
turtwlenoe  hampered  combat  operations  by  25th  Infantry  Division  units.  The 
1st  and  3rd  Brigades  pi-o^red  for  redeployment  during  tho  week  and  the  maneuver 
battalions  from  these  two  brigades,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry j  3rd  Squadron, 
4th  Cavalry  (-Troop  D)j  2nd  Battalion  (Mech),  22nd  Infantry}  2nd  Battalion, 

34th  Armor t  4th  Battalion  (Mech),  23rd  Infantry}  4th  Battalion}  9th  Infantry} 
and  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  began  standing  down.  However,  contacts  with 
enemy  units  did  occur  as  four  were  reported  in  Tay  Nihh,  Hau  Nghia  and  Binh 
Duont,  Brovinoes.  B/1-27  Inf  killed  four  enemy  soldiers  at  1855  hours  on  2 
Novel  ber  with  clajtfiore  mines  4.5  kms  southeast  of  Dau  Tieng  (XT528445) *  They 
evacuated  three  AK47  rifles,  one  RPG  launcher,  12  hand  grenades,  three  back 
packs,  a  flag  and  a  small  amount  of  documents  from  the  contact  site.  There 
was  no  return  fire.  B/1-67  Inf  swept  the  oontaot  site  again  at  1100  hours 
on  3  November  and  evacuated  a  small  amount  of  dooifflients,  medical  supplies, 
one  M79  round  and  two  M26  hand  grenades.  D/1-27  Inf  killed  two  enemy  at 
0850  hours  on  2  November  with  cla’onore  mines  8  tons  southeast  of  Dau  Tieng 
(XT557430)  and  evacuated  one  AK47  rifle  and  one  Ml  6  rifle.  There  was  no  enemy 
return  fire.  Later,  at  1823  hours,  D/1-27  Inf  received  small  arms  fire  from 
an  unknown  number  of  enemy  1.8  tons  northwest  of  the  0850  hours  eorrfcact 
(XT540439)  but  suffered  no  US  casualties.  Pire  was  returned  by  organic  weapons 
with  unknown  results.  One  AK47  rifle  was  evacuated,  A  further  sweep  of  the 
area  at  0900  hours  by  D/1  -27  Inf  on  3  November  resulted  in  the  destruction  of 
eight  bunkers,  three  cooking  positions  and  one  underground  oven.  They  evac¬ 
uated  two  haihmocka,  three  uniforms,  20  pounds  of  rice,  two  pounds  of  sugar, 
two  canteens,  two  helmets,  one  flashlight,  three  RPG  rounds,  50X.15  caliber  ' 
rounds,  one  H26  hand  grenade,  two  ChiCom  hand  grenades,  30  fee's  of  time  fuse, 
four  blasting  caps  and  miscellaneous  cooking  utensils.  C/l-27  Inf  killed  one 
enemy  with  organic  weapons  fire  5  tons  southeast  of  Dau  Tieng  (xP524438)  at 
1137  hours  on  5  November  and  evaouated  one  AK47  rifle,  one  rucksack  and  a  small 
amount  of  documents.  A  night  defensive  oosition  (NDP)  of  C/3-4  Cav  located 
6  tons  east  of  Go  Deu  Ha  (XT456256)  received  two  82mm  mortar  rounds,  three  RPG 
rounds  and  small  aims  fire  from  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  at  0030  hours  on 
6  November  resulting  in  two  US  soldiers  killed  and  five  wounded.  Two  PJPG 
rounds  were  evacuated  from  the  contact  area  during  a  sv/eep. 

The  2nd  Brigade,  during  the  first  week  of  November,  continued  to  operate 
ae  part  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  in  Operation  TQAN  THANG  IV.  The  2nd 
Brigade’s  maneuver  battalions  were  the  1st  Battalion  (Mech),  5th  Infantry, 

3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  and  4th  Battalion  (Mech),  23rd  Infantry  which 
operated  in  Men  Hoa,  Long  Kharih  and  Phuoo  Try  Provinces.  There  were  three 
contacts  with  the  enemy  during  the  week  resulting  in  five  enemy  killed.  The 
most  significant  oontaot  occurred  at  1130  hours  on  1  November  when  a  UHin 
helicopter  frem  the  240th  Airmobile  Oompany  received  small  arms  fire  from  on 
unknown  number  of  eneny  7  tone  west  of  Bearcat  (Y8075987).  The  aircraft 
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suffered  no  hits*  0/1-5  Inf  (m)  roaoted  and  engaged  the  enemy  force  with  a 
light  fife  team  (iFT)  and  Artillery  resulting  in  five  enemy  hilled.  One 'PPG 
launcher,  two  HPG  boosters,  one  KEG  paok,  one  AE47  rifle,  one  K54  pistol,  \ 

one  US  carbine,  seven  HPG  rounds,  two  tJS  rifle  grenades,  one  M26  hand  grenade, 

350  pounds  of  xloe,  two  pistol  belts  and  two  field  packs  with  miscellaneous 
clothing  were  evacuated.  There  ware  no  US  casualties.  A/b/d/3-22  Inf  engaged 
an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with  organic  weapons,  artillery  and  IFT  8  kms 
northwest  of  Black  Ilorso  (YT395032)  at  091 0  hours  on  2  November  with  unknown 
results.  Enemy  small  arms  fire  killed  one  US  soldier,  rounded  three  and 
wounded  one  Kit  Carson  Scout.  "Pour  bunkora  and  one  US  claymore  mine  were  de¬ 
stroyed  on  a  sweep  of  the  area,  C/1-5  Inf  (M)  received  small  aims  fire  and 
hand  grenades  from  an  estimated  15  enemy  4  kms  northwest  of  Long  Thanh  (YS118- 
945)  at  1830  hours  on  6  November  resulting  in  twe  US  soldiers  wounded.  Fire 
was  returned  by  organic  weapons  with  unknown  results. 

The  1st  and  3rd  Brigades  continued  to  disengage  from  combat  during'the 
second  week  of  November  (8-14  November)  with  only  one  contact  reported.  A 
NDP  of  A/tl/3-4  Cav  9  kms  south  of  Dau  Tieng  (XT463382)  received  three  60ram 
mortar  rounds,  two  RPS  rounds  and  email  aims  fire  from  six  to  eight  enemy  at 
2127  hours  on  9  November  resulting  in  11  US  soldiers  wounded^  Fire  was  re¬ 
turned  by  organic  weapons  and  artillery  with  unknown  results. 

USAHV  General  Order  10719  established  the  2nd  Brigade  as  a  separate 
brigade  under  the  operational  control  of  II  Field  Force,  Vietnam  on  8  November* 

The  2nd  Brigade  continued  operating  in  Phuoc  Tuy,  Long  Khanh  and  Rien  Hoa 
(Nhon  Trach  District)  Provinces  during  the  second  week  of  November  with  three 
maneuver  battalions  targeted  against  the "274  NVA  Regiment,  74  NYA  Artillery 
Regiment  and  the  84th  Resr  Service  Group,  The  enemy  continued  to  avoid  contact 
and.  concentrated  on  conducting  political  reindoctrination  and  training  in  ‘ 

preparation  for  renewed  combat  activity  in  December.  There  verc  nine  enemy  j 

initiated  incidents  during  the  week  of  which  two  were  attacks  by  .1'ire  and 
seven  were  ground  attacks,  A  total  of  12  enemy  soldiers  wore  killed,  one  l,oi 
Chanh  received  and  eighl;  individual  and  two  crew-served  weapons  captured  dur¬ 
ing  the  week.  The  most  significant  contact  occurred  on  12  November  when 
C/3-22  Inf  received  small,  aims  fire  from  an  unlcnown  number  of  enmiy  10  k.\>s 
southwest  of  Xuan  Loc  (YT370033)  at  0845  hours  rosultii^  in  three  US  .old.tr.' 
wounded.  Fire  vns  returned  by  organic  weapons,  artillery,  LPT  and  .irfttrxW  % 
with  unknown  results.  Scattered  firing  continued  and,  at ( 1255  hours,  R/3--2  I>  1 
was  inserted  1.5  lens  southeast  of  the  0/3-22  Inf  contact  (*1383030,'  an  a 
reinforcement.  Sniper  fire  at  1515  hours  killed  one  US  soldier  and  wounded 
another’from  R/3-22  Inf.  Fire  was  returned  by  organic  weapons  v/Atu  u- .known 
results,  A  MEDEVAO  UHlE  helicopter  received  small  am3  fire  at  1530  hours 
while  attempting  to  dusioff  the  wounded.  The  UH1H  suffered  moderate  damage 
and  was  forced  to  land  ‘300  meters  southwest  of  C/3-22  Infs  position.  The 
UH1H  was  seourod  by  one  platoon  from  A/1-5  Inf  (m)  until  extracted  at  1750 
hours.  At  1600  hours,  C/3-22  Inf  again  received  heavy  small  arms,  automatic 
weapons  and'RPG  fire  resulting  in  two  US  soldiers  wounded.  Fire  was  returned 
by  two  IFTb,  airstrikes  and  organic  weapons.  One  7.62  ChtCom  machine  gun,  one 
HPG  launoher  and  one  HPG  round  were  eva ousted  from  the  aroa  after  contact  vas 
broken.  The  area  was  again  swept  on  1 3  November  by  D/3-22  Inf  and  they 
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located  four  enemy  dead,'  eight  bunkers  frith  crvr'ahdii  six  B40  rounds, 
a  small  amount  of  documents  and  medical  supplies,  antenna  wire  and  a  small 
amount  of  batteries  at  1420  hours  in  the  vicinity  YT378032.  The  documents 
identified  the  enemy  unit  as  the-Di  Battalion  of  the  274  KVA  Regiment.  The 
enemy  base  camp  was  approximately  250  meters  in  width  with  22  bunkers  with 
overhead  cover  and  fighting  positions  set  up. 


The  1st  and  3rd  Brigades  continued  on  stand  do\m  during  the  last  two 
weeks  of  November.  Cfa  25  November,  the  25th  Infantry  Division  held  its 
Farewell  Ceremony  at  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  attended  by  General  Creighton  Abrams, 
CCMUSMACV,  General  Do  C&o  Tri,  III  CTZ.  Command er  as  well  as  by  25th  Infantry 
Division  and  GVN  personnel. 

The  2nd  Brigade  continued  operating  in  Bien  Hoa  (Nhon  Track  District), 

Long  Khanh  and  Phuoc  Tuy  Provinces  during  the  third  week  of  November  (15-21 
November)  with  three  maneuver  battalions.  Enemy  activity  was  light  in  the 
2nd  Bde's  AO  with  12  enemy  initiated  incidents  reported  of  which  one  was  an 
attack  by  fire,  nine  were  ground  attacks,  one  was  terrorisn  and  one  was 
aircraft  receiving  ground  fire.  Five  enemy  soldiers  were  killed  and  five 
individual  weapons  were  captured  by  2nd  Brigade  units  during  the  week. 

Terrorist  activities  on  the  periphery  of  the  AO  and  reports  of  food  gathering 
activities  in  th9  Hung  Loc  (vie  YT325090)  area  indicated  that  propaganda  and 
proselytizing  efforts  as  well  as  food  procurement  had  priority  over  combat 
activities.  Only  two  mining  incidents  were  reported  during  the  week  resulting 
in  one  US  soldier  wounded. 

A/3-22  Inf  received  small  arms  fire  at  0135  hours  on  16  November  11.5  kms 
west  of  Xuan  Loc  (YT342069)  from  four  enemy  soldiers  armed  with  one  RPG 
launcher  and  three  AK47  rifles  resulting  in  one  US  soldier  wounded.  Scattered 
firing  continued  until  morning  but  there  were  no  further  US  casualties.  Enemy 
losses  were  unknown.  C/2-12  Inf  received  one  hand  grenade  while  sweeping  an 
area  9  kms  northeast  of  Black  Horse  (YT527003)  at  1210  hours  on  16  November 
resulting  in  three  US  soldiers  wounded.  Fire  was  returned  by  organic  weapons 
with  unknown  results.  C/3-22  Inf  engaged  two  to  three  enemy  9  kas  south  of 
Black  Horse  (YS384885)  at  1545  hours  on  19  November  with  organic  weapons, 
forward  air  controller  (FAG),  LFT  and  artillery  trtth  unknown  results.  Enemy 
small  arms  fire  wounded  one  US  soldier.  Contact  was  lost  at  1615  hours.  A 
mechanical  ambush  set  out  by  B/3-22  Inf  and  the  415  RF  Company  5  kms  southwest 
of  Xuan  Loc  (YT415056)  detonated  at  C645  hours  on  20  November  resulting  in 
two  enemy  killed  and  the  location  of  heavy  blood  trails  heading  off  to  the 
northwest.  One  AK47  rifle,  one  US.45  caliber  pistol,  two  rucksacks  contain¬ 
ing  113  rounds  of  AK47  ammo,  1GX.45  caliber  rounds,  several  personal  pictures, 
ono  promotion  slip  and  a  small  amount  of  documents  were  evacuated.  The 
captured  documents  identified  the  21 B  Recon  section  of  the  274  NVA  Regiment. 
The  most  significant  contact  of  the  week  occurred  at  1515  hours  on  20  November 
when  Team  1G,  Company  F  (Rgr),  75th  Infantry  while  on  patrol  received  small 
arms  fire  from  an  unknown  number  of  eneiny  19  kms  east  of  Black  Horse  (YS634~ 
936)  resulting  in  two  US  soldiers  wounded.  They  returned  fire  with  small  arms, 
hand  grenades  and  LST,  killing  three  of  the  enemy.  They  evacuated  one  AK50 
rifle,  two  AK47  rifles,  one  5-kilo  bag  of  rice,  five  pounds  of  salt,  one 
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civilian  radio,  one  hammock,  one  poncho  liner,  two  batteries  and  a  small 
amount  of  documents.  The  team  was  extracted  at  1715  hours.  The  captured 
documents  identified  the  signal  section,  EL  Long  Province  Headquarters. 

D/3-22  Inf  located  and  destroyed  14  bunkers  with  overhead  cover  at  1045  hours 
on  21  'November  2  kms  west  of  the  3-22  Ifcf  contact  cf  12  November  (YT3S0030). 

A  dead  body  located  in  a  grave  narnty  was  credited  to  the  3-22  I.*f  contact  on 
12  November » 

Enemy  activity  throughout  the  2nd  Bde's  AO  remained  at  a  low  level  during 
the  fourth  week  of  November  (22-30  November).  There  were  nine  ground  contacts 
and  two  attacks  tr,  fire  during  the  week  resulting  in  10  enemy  killed,  three 
prisoner-of-war  captured  and  six  individual  weapons  evacuated.  Ths  most  sig¬ 
nificant  increase  in  activity  occurred  on  25  and  26  November  with  a  series  of 
contacts  in  Nhon  Trach  District  and  an  attack  on  Suoi  Tre  village  (YT2505). 
Sensor  activity  and  visu-1  reconnaissance  ravelled  consistently  hs:vy  trail 
activity  south  of  the  Dor.g  Nai  River,  ir.  northern  Trang  Bom  District  (Bien 
Hoa  Province).  This  movement  between  Ur  Zone  D  and  the  2nd  Bde's  AO  was  a 
major  infiltration  and  supply  route  used  by  the  enemy.  However,  operations 
along  QL  (Highway)  1  and  in  W-r  Zone  D  .hindered  the  flow  of  supplies  and 
forced  the  enemy  to  rely  heavily  on  the  local  populace  for  foodstuffs.  This 
reliance  was  evident  by  the  enemy's  increased  presence  ir.  ths  Sparrow  Valley 
area  (YT5401 )  where  the  rice  harvest  was  being  gathered  by  the  local  villagers 
and  along  QL  1  where  a  "shadow  supply  system"  was  set  up  in  ths  vicinity  of 
Bau  Ca,  Hung  Nghia  and  Hung  Loc  villages.  Those  supplies  were  brought  into 
the  area  from  Saigon,  Bien  Hoa  and  Xuan  Loc  and  used  to  f6ed  the  1st  arid  2nd 
Battalions  of  the  274  NVA  Regiment  which  were  operating  south  of  the  Suzannah 
and  Qng  Que  Rubber  Plantations. 

C/2-12  Inf  and  the  231  RF  Company  received  small  arms  fire  from  an  es¬ 
timated  three  individuals  8  kms  north  of  Xuan  Loc  (YI 4431 52)  at  0953  hours  on 
24  November  resulting  in  one  US  soldier  and  one  RF  soldier  killed.  Fire  was 
returned  by  organic  weapons,  LSI  and  FAC  resulting  in  one  VC  killed.  A  sweep 
of  the  area  locate t  one  Vietnamese  newspaper,  on6  booklet  containing  norms  of 
local  force  personnel,  15  AK47  rounds  and  a  heavy  blood  trail.  On  25  November 
at  1705  hours,  Sct/Flame/l-5  Inf  (M)  and  the  291/105  RF  Companies  engaged 
three  to  four  enemy  4  ions  south  of  Long  Thanh  (YS1 31880)  with  organic  weapons 
resulting  in  one  enemy  killed,  two  prisoners-of-war  captured  wind  one  KT4 
pistol  evacuated.  The  enemy  returned  fire  with  smc.ll  arms  but  there  were  no 
Allied  casualties.  One  of  the  PWs  identified  the  unit  ..s  the  Riuoc  My  Village 
Guerrilla  Force  which  had  last  been  identified  on  16  October  by  a  Hoi  Chanh. 
The  mission  of  the  unit  was  to  collect  taxes  and  spre.-d  propaganda  in  Phuoc 
Kien  (Phuoc  My)  and  My  Phan  villages.  The  taxes  collected  were  U3ed  to  buy 
rice.  Morale  was  low  because  of  inadequate  food  ar.d  cuamunition.  R/3-22  Inf 
killed  one  enemy  soldier  at  1600  hours  on  28  November  10  kms  west  of  Xu..n  Loc 
(YT355076)  with  small  arms  fire.  One  AK47  rifle  and  three  m^gczir.os  were 
evacuated.  A  mechanical  ambush  detonated  t  1645  hours  on  30  November  10  kms 
south-southwest  of  Black  Horse  (YS395869).  D/3-22  Lf  engaged  the  area  with 
81m  mortars,  A  sweep  located  one  enemy  KIA  (3C)  and  one  prisonsr-of-w>-.r 
along  with  one  AK47  rifle,  one  RPG  launcher  and  two  rucksacks  containing 
food,  clothing  and  documents.  The  documents  identified  the  posTnl  section 
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of  St~4«  The  most  significant  contact  of  the  woek  occurred  at  1755  hoars  on 
30  November  when  B/3-22  Inf  received  small  arms  and  34-0  fire  from  an  unknown 
number  of  enemy  500  meters  vest  of  the  village  of  Hung  Kghia  (YT294095).  Fire 
was  returned  by-  organic  weapons  and  IFT  resulting  in  seven  enemy  soldiers 
killed  and  four  AK47  rifles  and  one  K54  pistol  evacuated.  Documents  taken 
from  the  bodies  identified  the  74  PVA  Artillery  Regiment.  The  group  was 
probably  on  a  rice  resupply  mission  from  tho  regimental  base  area  in  the 
vicinity  YT2703  to  the  iking  Nghia,  Hung  Loc  area  where  a  shadow  supply  system 
operated. 


2nd  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division  forces  killed  28  and  captured  three 
of  the  enemy  during  the  month  of  i’ovembor,  received  one  Hoi  Chanh,  accounted 
for  25  individual  weapons  and  two  crew  served  weapons  (captured)  and  1.5  tons 
of  rice  (captured  or  destroyed).  Bde  forces  destroyed  seven  mines  and  booty 
traps  while  detonating  five  during  tho  month  resulting  in  five  US  soldiers 
wounded  and  one  US  killed. 

Tho  2nd  Bde  continued  operating  in  Bien  Hoe  (Nhon  Traoh  District),  Dong 
Khftnh  (Xuan  Loc  District)  and  Phuoc  Tuy  Provinces  during  the  first  week  of 
Docenber  (1-7  December)  with  four  maneuver  battalions  targeted  against  the 
274  KVA  Regt,  74  KVA  Arty  Regt  and  84th  Rear*  Service  Group  and  local  gtwrrillfc 
forces.  Enemy  activity  remained  at  a  low  level  as  main  and  local  farce  units 
avoided  contact  to  engage  in  resupply  activities.  Four  enemy  soldiers  were 
killed,  one  prisoner-of-war  wt s  captured  and  seven  individual  weapons  were 
evacuated  by  2nd  Bde  forces  during  the  week.  .Only  one  mining  incident  was 
reported  resulting  in  one  US  soldier  ldlled  and  one  wounded. 

The  most  significant  contact  of  the  week  occurred  at  2130,  hours  on  2 
December  when  B/l-27  Inf  with  the  105  RF  and  64  ?F  Companies  ambushed  an  un- 
Icr.own  number  of  enemy  4  kms  southwest  of  Long  Thanh  (YS1 03899)  with  organic 
weapons'  resulting  ir.  two  6neny  ldllod,  one  prisoner-of-war  captured  and  two 
HI  6  rifles  and  one  AK47  rifle  evacuated.  Enemy  small  arms  fire  wounded  one 
US  soldier  and  one  RF  soldier.  The  ?W  identified  Ms  unit  as  tho  Rrnoc  'i’hien 
Querrilla  force  whose  mission  was  to  provide  village  security.  C/2-12  Inf 
received  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire  from  an  estimated  five  enemy 
■soldiers  armed  with  M16  rifles  7  1ms  north  of  Xuan  Loc  (B'4371 51 )  at  1100 
hours  on  4  December  resulting  in  f  omr  US  soldiers  wounded.  Firs  was  returned 
by  organic  weapons  and  LFT  with  unknown  results.  .D/2-12  Inf  engaged  three  to 
four  enemy  carrying  rucksacks  with  organic  weapons  and  artillery  12.5  Iras 
southeast  of  Xuan  Loc  (YT555013)  at  1230  hours  on  5  Docenber  resulting  in  one 
enemy  killad  and  one  AK47  rifle  with  three  full  magazines,  one  RPG  round,  one 
pistol  belt  and  a  small  amount  of  batterios  and  documents  evacuated.  Tho 
documents  identified  the  D445  IF  Battalion  wMch  normally  operated  around 
IHii  Kay  Tao  (YS7492),  This  was  the  first  indication  of  this  unit  in  t'e  area 
east  of  the  Sparrow  Valley  (vie  YT5201). 

The  2nd  Bde* a  four  maneuver  battalions  continued  operating  in  the  three 
province  area  during  the  second  week  of  Deoembei  (8-1 4  December).  Enemy  activi¬ 
ty  in  tho  2nd  Bde  >s  AO  remained  relatively  light  with  tho  most  Active  Area 
being  in  the  viciMty  of  Hung  Nghia  and  Hung  Loc  hamlets  (YT3209)  as  enemy  units 
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engaged  ir>  resupply  activities.  In  Nhon  Trach  District  (Bien  Ilea  Province), 
contact  with  enemy  elements  was  light  but  several  bunker  complexes  in 
southern  Nhon  Ttach  and  northern  Rung  Sat  Speoial  Zone  wore  destroyed,  dis¬ 
rupting  enemy  roar  service  activities  in  those  areas.  Eleven  anaray  soldiers 
were  killed,  one  prisoner-of-war  was  captured  and  16  individual  weapons 
were  evacuated  by  Brigade  forces. 

B/3-22  Inf  and  long  Khanh  PRU  engaged  an  estimated  20  enemy  one  Ion  east 
of  Hung  Nghia  hamlet  (YT  310091)  at  0855  hours  on  9  December  with  organio 
weapons  resulting  in  two  females  with  1TVA  rucksacks  filled  with  rioe  detained. 
At  1010  hours,  contact  Was" reestablished  but  broken  immediately,  resulting 
in  one  PRU  soldier  wounded.  later,  at  1350  hours,  B/3-22  Inf  and  PRU  en¬ 
gaged  three  enemy  100  meters  east  of  the  0855  hours  contact  resulting  in  one 
enemy  killed,  one  wounded  NVA  prisoner- of -war  captured  and  two  AK47  rifles 
evaouated;  The  PAY  was  a  member  of  the  2nd  Platoon,  2nd  Company,  2nd 
Battalion,  274  NVA  Regiment  and  had  been  on  a  food  supply  mission  for  the 
2nd  Company  when  captured.  This  was  the  normal  area  of  operations  of  the 
2nd  Battalion.  The  most  significant  contact  of  the  v/eek  ocourred  at  1920 
hours  on  10  December  when  a  meohanical  ambush  set  out  by  B/3-22  Inf  1  lan 
east  of  Hung  Loo  hamlet  (YT  331095)  detonated.  B/3-22  Inf  engaged  the  area 
with  organio  weapons  and  received  small  arms  fire  from  an  unknown  number  of 
enemy.  There  were  no  U.S„  casualties.  The  area  was  swept  at  0730  hours  on 
41  Deoembor,  resulting  in  the  location  of  five  enemy  dead  and  the  evacuation 
of  four  AK47  rifT  ;s,  13  AK47  magazines  with  483  rounds,  two  U.S.'hand 
grenades,  three  U.S.  pistol  belts,"  10  pounds  of  civilian  clothes,  three 
pounds  of  medicine  and  five  pounds  of  documents.  The  documents  identified 
the  Rear  Servioe  Section  of  the  274  NVA  Regiment.  Three  enemy  soldiers  were 
killed  br  a  meohanical  ambush  at  2145  hours  on  12  Deosmber  2  Ions  oast  of  Hung 
loo  hamlet  (YT342085).  B/3-22  Inf  evacuated  one  AK47  rifle  from  the  site. 

Enemy  activity  remained  relatively  light  throughout  the  2nd  Brigade’s 
AO  during  the  third  week  of  Deo  ember  (1 5-21  December) ,  however,  there  was  a 
slight  increase  ervar  last  week.  The  area  with  the  most  activity  continued  to 
be  south  of  Highway  <31  1  and  west  of  Highway"  Iff  1  2  as  small  groups  of  enemy 
tyigngHng  in  resupply  missions  were  oontaoted.  Allied  operations  around  Hung 
Nghia  and  Hung  loo  hamlets  on  01  1  have  s overly  disrupted  enemy  resupply  ac¬ 
tivities  and  foroed  the  enemy  to  shift  his  efforts  to  procure  supplies  east 
of  those  hamlets.  Another  arte  of  increased  enemy  activity  was  in  the  Viet 
Cuong  Plantation  (vie  YS4889).  This  plantation  was  used  as  a  rear  service 
area  for  MR-7  units  and  as  a  major  east-west  commo-liaison  route  linking 
southwestern  Bien  Hoa  Province  to  the  May  Tao  Mountain  area  (YS7491).  The 
2nd  Bde’s  four  jtaneuvor  battalions  killed  10  of  the  enemy,  captured  one 
prisoner-of-war,  and  evaouated  nine  individual  weapons  during  the  week. 

There  were  four  mining  incidents  reported  resulting  in  three  US  soldiers 
wounded. 

Two  enemy  were  killed  at  0540  and  1925  hours  on  15  Deoembor  by  mechanical 
ambushes  sst  cut  by  A/3-22  Inf  4  Ions  south  of  Hung  loo  (YT339058  and  YT338057)  # 
A/3-22  Inf,"  in  the  same  area  (YT337058),  engaged  one  iiidivldual  at  1100  hours 
on  16  December  resulting  in  one  AK47  rifle  with  one  magazine  and  one  tucksaok 
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containing  food  captured,  A  blood  trail  was  also  located.  A  LOH  from 
D/3-4  Gav  was  downed  by  eneny  small  arms  fire  7  kms  west  of  Long  Thanh 
(35S 070926)  at  1245  hours  on  16  December*  An  aerial  rifle  platoon  (ARP) 
secured  the  aircraft  until  it  was  extracted,  (toe  enmy  was*  killed  and  one 
wounded  prisoner-of-war  was  captured  by  C/3-22  Inf  after  a  mechanical  ambush 
11  kms  west  of  Black  Horse  (XS33C982)  at  0835  hours  on  17  December.  Two 
mclcc  a  eks  containing  one  rf26  hand  grenade,  a  knife,  25  pounds  of  rice, 
clothing  and  documents  were  evacuated.  The  documents  identified  the  274 
Regt's  headquarters  unit  which  had  last  been  identified  west  of  tho  Viet 
Cuong  Plantation,  vie  TS368S.  Two  enemy  were  killed  by  a  mechanical  ambush 
detonation  at  1712  hours  on  18  December  5  kms  east  of  Phuoc  An  (IS187783) . 
Sct/Flame/l-5  Inf  (M)  swept  the  area  and  evacuated  two  AK47  rifles  and  one 
AK47  magazine,  Husky  Compound,  vie  YT466093,  received  eight  to  twelve  81mm 
mortar  rounds,  four  of  which  landed  in  the  compound,  at  1905  hours  on  18 
December  resulting  in  16  US  soldiers  wounded,  one  civilian  killed  and  three 
civilians  wounded.  Counter  mortar  fire  was  returned  to  the  northeast,  vie 
TT480113,  with  unknown  results,  R/3-22  Inf  engaged  five  enemy  soldiers 
2  kms  southeast  of  Hung  Nghia  (YT315080)  with  organic  weapons  at  1155  hours 
on  19  December  resulting  in  two  eneny  killed.  The  enemy  returned  fire  with 
small  arms  but'  there  were  no  US  casualties.  One  K54  pistol  and  one  AK50 
rifle  were  evacuated  from  the  contact  sito.  C/l-5  Inf  (M)  received  two  Hoi 
Chanh  9  kms  west  of  Long  Thanh  (TS051924)  at  1255  hours  on  20  December. 

Both  men  wore  merabors  of  the  roar  service  team  of  the  4th  Company,  4th  Bat¬ 
talion  of  SR~4  which  operated  in  northern  Nhon  Traeh  District.  R/3-22  Inf 
engaged  10  enemy  with  organic  weapons  2  kms  southeast  of  Hung  Nghia  (YT315- 
080)  at  1745  hours  on  20  Deconbor  resulting  in  two  onoray  killed  and  two  AIC47 
rifles,  two  rucksacks  and  a  small  amount  of  documents  evacuated.  The  enoray 
returned  fire  with  small  arms  but  there  wero  no  US  casualties.  The  documents 
identified  tho  6th  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  274  NVA  Regt  which  had  boon  on  a 
resupply  mission  to  Hung  Nghia-Hung  Loc  hamlets. 

Enemy  activity  during  the  fourth  week  of  December  (22-31  Decomber)  re¬ 
mained  at  a  low  level  as  enoray  main  force  units  avoided  contact  to  engago 
in  resupply  activities.  Tho  area  south  of  QL  1  in  the  Hung  Nghia  aroa  was 
the  most  activo  area  in  tho  2nd  Bdo’s  AO  during  the  week.  Seventeen  eneny 
wore  killed,  two  prisoners-of-war  wore  capturod,  throo  Hoi  Chanli  wero  re¬ 
ceived  and  28  individual  weapons  woro  evacuated  by  2nd  Ode  forcos,  Thoro 
wero  no  signifioant  mining  incidents  reported. 

Tho  most  significant  contact  of  tho  week  occurred  at  2240'  hours  on  23 
Docembor  wlian  a  mechanical  ambush  set  out  by  B/3-22  Inf  1  km  south  of  Hung 
Loc  (YT322085)  detonated.  Tho  area  was  ongagod  with  organic  weapons  and  a 
Nighthawlc  resulting  in  fivo  enemy  killed.  Tho  enemy  force  ro turned  firo 
with  hand  grenades  but  thoro  wore  no  US  casualties.  The  contact  area  was 
swopt  by  B/3-22  Inf  at  0630  hours  on  24  December  and  they  received  small 
arras  firo  from  an  unknown  nunbor  of  onomy  resulting  in  ono  US  soldier  woundod. 
Firo  was  roturnod  by  organic  weapons  and  holicoptor  gunships  with  unknown 
ro suits.  Throo  AK47  rifles,  one  carbino,  one  rucksack  with  a  small  amount 
of  clothing  and  documents  wore  ovacuatod  from  tho  contact  site.  The  doounents 
identified  the  C22  Transportation  Company,  274  NVA  regiment  and  includod  a 
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comprehensive  list  identifying  the  274  Regiment',  the  three  battalions,  all 
regimental  support  companies  except  the  Cl  9  Engineer  Company  and  the  three 
staff  sections  of  the  Regiment.  One  enemy  ms  ldlled  and  another  captured 
after  a  mechanical  ambush  set  out  by  D/3-22  Inf  5a  kms  south  of  Hung  Nghia 
(if 285042)  detonated  at  0745  hovers  on  24  December.  Documents  taken  fran  the 
enemy  body  identified  the  3rd  Battalion,  74th  Artillery  Regiment  which  was 
providing  seourity  for  the  74th  Arty  Regimental  headquarters  located  near 
the  contact  area,  A/2-12  Inf  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  in  bunkers 
13  kms  northeast  of  Blaok  Horse  (YT569010)  at  1055  hours  on  24  December  with 
organic  weapons  resulting  in  three  enemy  killed.  The  enemy  returned  fire 
with  small  arras  and  automatic  weapons  resulting  in  two  US  soldiers  wounded 
and  one  Kit  Carson  Soout  wounded.  A  1ST  from  D/3-4  Cav  received  small  arms 
fire  at  1630  hours  on  25  December  from  a  sampan  carrying  one  individual  and 
some  ammo  cases  5,5  leas  southwest  of  long  Thanh  ( YS 088898) t  The  sampan  was 
engaged  and  the  AKP/3-4  Cav  was  inserted  in  the  area.  They  destroyed  the 
sampan  and  evacuated  one  M2 6  hand  grenade,  miscellaneous  clothing  and  doc¬ 
uments.  A  further  sweep  of  the  oontact  area  at  0805  hours  on  26  Deoember're- 
sulted  in' one  enemy  body  located  and  one  K54  pistol,  one  transistor  radio, 
one  stove j  two  carbine  magazines,  one  poncho  and  a  small  amount  of  documents 
evaouated.  B/1-5  Inf  (M)  engaged  13  enemy  5  kms  south' of  Hung  loo  (YT316044) 
at  1115  hours  on  26  December  with  organic  weapons,  1ST,  artillery  and  3?AC 
resulting  in  one  prisoner-of-war  captured  and  two  Hoi  Charih  received.  One 
radio,  one  English/Vietnamese  dictionary,  clothing  and  documents  were  evao¬ 
uated.  The  Fr7  identified  his  unit  as  the  C20  Signal  Company,  274  OTA  Regt 
which  had  last  been  identifed  in  the  same  area  on  16  December.  The  020 
was  being  used  on  resupply  missions  to  the  Hung  loc-Hung  Nghia  area. 

B/3-22  Inf  with  the  984  RP  Company  engaged  an  estimated  30  enemy  in  the  open 
1  km  southeast  of  living  Hghia  (YT 3 07087)  at  1810  hours  on  26  December.  Heavy 
small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire  was  exchanged  and  a  DPT  flew  in  support. 
One  US  soldier  was  wounded  while  enemy  losses  were  unknown.  Scattered  firing 
continued  until  2045  hours  when  contact  was  broken.  0/1-11  ACR  .iianeuvered 
into  blocking  positions  north,  east  and  west  of  the  area  in  preparation  for 
a  sweep  the  next  morning,  A  sweep  by  3-22  Inf  and  "the  984  HP  Company  at 
0855  hours  on  27  Deoember  located  two  enemy  bodies,  three  AK47  rifles  and 
six  AK47  magazines.  An  QH58  helicopter  from  D/3-1 7  Air  Cav,  while  supporting 
2nd  Me  forces,  crashed  and  burned  18  kms  northwest  of  Xuan  loc  (YT3824)  at 
1145  hours  on  30  Deoember  .after  hitting  a  power  line  due  to  mechanical  prob¬ 
lems,  Three  US  soldiers,  the  crew  of  the  1CH,  were  killed,  A/1-5  Inf  (w) 
and  some  HP’s  secured  the  downed  aireraft. 


The  2nd  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division  foioes  killed  42  of  the  eneihy 
and  captured  five  during  the  month  of  December,  received  five  Hoi  Chanh, 
accounted  for  55  individual  weapons  and  490  pounds  of  rice  (captured) .  Bdo 
forces  destroyed  16  mines  and  booby  traps  while  detonating  six  during  the 
month  resulting  in  four  US  wounded  and  one  US  killed. 

The  2nd  Brigade  continued  operating  in  the  three  provlnoe  area  of  Dion 
Hca,  Dong  Khanh  and  Phuoo  Tuy  during  the  first  week  of 'January  (1-7  January) 
with  four  maneuver  battalions  against  the  274  OTA  Regt,  74  OTA  Arty  Regt, 
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84th  Hear  Serrloe  Group,  elements  twin  SH'-4'  ah*-HR«7  fcsa  id®!  guerrilla 
units,  Ensny  activity  regained  at  a  low  level  as  gain 'and  local  iorce 
units  avoided  contaot  to  engage  in  resupply  activities#  There  were  eight 
significant  contacts  with  the  enemy  resulting  in  10  essay  killed  and  12 
individual  weapons  evacuated#  There  was  only  one  rnjrd.wg  incident  reported 
hut  there  were  no  OS  oasualiiea. 

The  most  significant  contaot  of  the  week  occurred  at  0710  hours  on  3 
January  when  a  mechanical  ambush  set  out  by  C/l-27  Inf  8  tos  southwest  of 
Black  Horse  (YS391Q99)  detonated  killing  three  enemy  soldiers.  They  evac¬ 
uated  two  AK47  rifles ‘t  one  X54  pistol, 'three  rucksacks,  clothing,  20  AX47 
armor  piercing  rounds,  100  AX47  rounds,  14  K54  rounds  and  one  pound  of  doc¬ 
uments  from  the  site#  The  documents  identi:?ied  elements  of  SR-4  finance  end 
Economy  Section  and  the  place  of  capture  was  a  rearservice  area  for  SR*4  and 
MR-7,  1/2-12  Inf  located  six  bunkers  and  a  sapper  training  area  14  kms 
southeast  of  Xuan  loo  (Y3564994)  at  1110'hours  on  3  January.  They  destroyed 
the  bunkers  and  evacuated  one  typewriter,  one  sewing  machine,  seme  pill 
bottleh,  several  notebooks  and  diaries,  five  ,50  caliber  anno  cans  of  doc¬ 
uments,  medical  supplies,  one  map  and  one  Ml  carbine.  The  documents  identi¬ 
fied  elements  of  the  Xuan  Loo  District  Headquarters  and  subordinate  units. 

Two  enemy  soldiers  were  killed  with  artillery  and  1ST  by  C/l-27  Inf  1.5  kms 
northwest  of  the  0710  hours  oontaot  (YS383912)  at  1405  hours  on  3  January. 
C/3-22  Inf  suffered  two  US  wounded  at  1405  hours  on  3  January  when  they 
engaged  an' unknown  number  of  enemy  in  bunkers  7  kms  southwest  of  Xuan  loo 
(YT396046),  0/5*42  Inf  swept  the  oontaot  area  at  0830  hours  on  4  January 
and  located  two  separate  bunker  oamplexea  with  a  total  Of  30  bunkers.  They 
destroyed  the  bunker*  and  evacuated  papers  and  documents,  miscellaneous 
go eking  utensils  and  clothing,  five 'shovels,  five  fall  AK47  magazines, 'two 
full  Ml 6  raa^dnos,'  120  AK47  rounds,  100  H16  rounds,  eight  TJVA'ponohca,  one 
six  volt  battery,  five  AT  tripwire  detcoatoro,  'teas  03  grenades,  niao  OS 
canteens  and  medicine.  A/fc-12  Inf  received  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons 
fire  from  an  unknosm  number  of  enemy  15  kaa  southeast  of  Xuan  Loo  (TP565012) 
at  131 5 ’hours  on  5  January  resulting  in  two  US  soldiers  killed  and  three 
wounded.  Eire  was  returned  with  organic’ weapons  resulting  In  one  enemy 
killed.  'They  evacuated  three  RPG  rounds,  three  RPG  boosters,  one  RPG 
launcher,  25  pounds  of  rice,  one  hammer  and  a  Email  amount  of  doewnents 
and  clothing  from  the  oontaot  site.  A  sapper  training  area  with  four  bunkers 
and  two  hootches  was  located  by  T/l-5Inf  (m)  14  kms  north  of  Xuan  Loo 
(fP 441 22?)  at  1330  hours  on  6  January,  They  destroyed  tho  bunkers  and 
hootoheB  and  evacuated  one  defused  105mm  round,  fd.ve  pounds  of  rice,  180C 
H16  rounds,  12X7.62  rounds,  one  OhiCoA  claymore,  one  RPG  round,  10  full  M16 
magazines,  two  full  carbine  magazines,  300  meters  of  conno  wire,  20  ponchos 
and  several  pounds  of  maps  and  documents.  A/2-12  Inf  received  sgo.Il  arms, 
automatic  weapons  and  RPG  fire  frar.  cn  estimated  10  enemy  13  kms  south  eact 
of  Xuan  Loo  (IT567011)  at  1450  hours  ca  6  Januaiy,  Eire  was  returned  with 
organic  weapons  end  artillery  resulting’ in  one  enany  killed  and  one  AX47 
rifle  with  two  full  magazines  evacuated#  There  were  no  US  casualties. 

0/3-22  Inf  engaged  two  eneny  2.5  kms  south  of  Hung  Ughia  (7T310072)  with 
organ! 0  weapons,  1ST  and  artillexy  at  1558  hours  on  6  January  and  killed  one# 
One  AX47  rifle  was  evacuated,  A  UH1H  helicopter  frau  2nd  Bde  Aviation 
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dntonatod  a  booby  trap  with  tripwire  9  kms  southeast  of'HZabk  Horso 
(3S485895)  whilo  taking  off  at  1235  hours  on  7  January  and  crashod  resulting 
in  ono  US  soldier  killod  and  tha  UH1H  destroyed.  Two  enemy  soldiers  wore 
engagod  by  C/3~ 22  Inf  with  small  arms  2,75  tors  south  of  Hung  Nghia  (YT31CQ68) 
at  1545  hours  on  7  January  resulting  in  ono  aneqy  killod  and  ono  AK50  rifle 
evacuated, 

Erery  activity  during  the  second  week  of  January  (8-14  January)  remained 
at  a  low  lovol  as  enemy  units  generally  avoidod  contact.  The  2nd  Bdo  core 
tiuuod  operating  with  four  maneuver  battalions  in  Bxon  Hoa,  Long  Khanh  and 
Fhuoo  Tuy  Provinces.  Thirtoon  onory  soldiers  were  killed,  throe  wore  captured, 
ore  Hoi  Chcnh  was  recoivod  and  29  individual  weapons  wore  captured  by  2nd 
Bde  forces  during  the  week.  There  was  ore  mining  incident  roported  resulting 
in  two  US  soldiers  wounded. 

A/.3-52  Inf  engaged  an  estimated  six  enemy  soldiers  10  kms  southwest  of 
Xuan  Loo  (YT368033)  with  organic  weapons  at  1150  hours  on  8  January  resulting 
in  ono  orery  Idllcd  and  ono  ML  carbine  with  two  mgaainoe  ovacuated.  At  1700 
hours  on  8  January,  H/L-27  Inf  engaged  eight  individuals  7  kna  south  of  Black 
Horse  (33417892)  with  organic  weapons  and  artillery,  Tha  sassy  returned  fire 
with  snail  aims  but  thore  were  no  US  casualties,  A  sweep  of  the  area  revoalod 
numerous  trails  but  no  bodies,  C/l-27  Inf  located  a  grave  containing  throe 
onony  bodios  3  kras  west  of  tho  iyi-27  Inf  contact  site  (33384896)  at  1 335 
hours  on  U  Januaiy.  Tha  cnery  body  count  (BC)  was  credited  to  the  R/l-27  Inf 
contact  of  8  January  0  D/2-12  Inf  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with 
organic  weapons  at  1325  hours  on  9  January  22.5  kns  southeast  of  Xuon  Loc 
(IT564D23)  resulting  in  one  prisonorwof-war  captured  and  one  ML  carbine, 
three  rucksacks  end  30  ML  rounds  evacuated.  Ono  enony  body  from  this  contact 
was  located  in  a  gravo  7C0  meters  southeast  of  the  contact  at  1130  hours  on 
13  Januaiy  by  D/2-12  Inf,  later,  at  1630  hours  on  9  January,  D/2-12  Inf  on- 
gaged  fivo  enony  with  organic  weapons  1  kn  northwest  of  the  1325  hours  contact 
(YT558031)  resulting  in  ono  onony  soldier  killed  and  40  pounds  of  rice  and 
two  M79  grenade  launchers  evacuated,  A  cache  was  located  by  B/2-12  Inf 
14.5  kras  southeast  of  Xuan  Loo  (23576997)  at  1730  hours  on  10  January.  They 
evacuated  40  pounds  of  rioo,  throe  US  claymores,  ore  NVA  wallet,  one  NVA 
flag,  25  AK47  rounds,  two  .50  caliber  cans  with  documents  and  medical  sup¬ 
plies,  ore  SKS  rifle,  two  id  carbines  and  four  ML  rifles.  C/3-22  Inf  ongagod 
two  onony  with  organic  weapons  2  kms  southwest  of  Hung  Nghia  (IT285082)  at 
1145  hours  on  11  January  resulting  in  two' enony  killed  and  tho  evacuation  of 
one  AK50  riflo,  ono  PPS-43  sub-machinogun,  two  AK47  vests  with  six  full  mag¬ 
azines,  two  medical  bags  with  penicillin,  quinine  and  bandages,  ono  broad 
plant,  25  pounds  of  rico,  one  wallet  and  NVA  medals,  B/2-12  Inf  located  two 
caches  on  11  Januaiy  14  kms  southeast  of  Xuan  Loc  (33563994  and  33579994). 

Tesy  evacuated  from  tee  first  eito  at  1308  hours  four  ML  rifles,  two  type¬ 
write  re,  ore  ML  carbine,  five  ammo  cans  of  documents,  12X82mm  mortar  rounds, 
one  ,38  caliber  pistol,  one  333  riflo,  ona  Thompson  maohinegun,  ono  tape 
raoorder,  and  prinitng  materials.  At. 1536  hours,,  they  evacuated  one  ML  oar- 
bine,  one  ,38  caliber  pistol,  two  ML  rifles,  two  SKS  riflos,  ore  Thompson 
machine gunfl  one  tapo  recorder,  one  typewriter  and  one  printing  press.  Six 
US  soldiers  were  wounded  while  destroying  a  bunker  in  tho  cache  area,  A 
fragmentation  grenade  concealed  in  burning  clothing  exploded,  wounding  the 
men,  B/l-5  Inf  (M)  located  a  food  cache  in  a  small  base  camp  consisting'  of 
nine  bunkers  and  two  hootches  5  kms  north  of  Hung  Loc  (IT328145)  at  1735. 
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hours  on  12  January.  They  evacuated  900  pounds  of  rice,  800  pounds  of  com, 
tea  and  tobacco  from  tile  area.  The  base  camp  was  destroyed,  B/l-5  Inf  (ll), 
at  an  i'!DP  2.5  Eras  north  of  flung  Loc  (YT326122),  engaged  15-20  enemy  after  a 
trip  flare  activation  with  organic  weapons  and  Might  Hawk  resulting  in  two 
enemy  killed,  two  pris oners-of-war  captured,  and  the  evacuation  of  one  .IPG 
launcher,  one  RPG  round,  two  A&47  rifles  and  one  cooking  pot.  The  PWs 
identified  their  unit  as  the\1st  Bn,  274  NVA  Regt  which  began  operating 
north  of  QX  1  since  December.  A/2-12  Inf  rocoived  automatic  weapons  ana  RPG 
fire  from  an  estimated  10  enemy  19  kms  east-southeast  of  Xuan  Loc 
(YT637017)  at  0750  hours  on  14  January  resulting  in  nine  US  soldiers  wounded. 
Fire  was  returned  by  organic  weapons  and  81mm  mortars  with  unknown  results. 
R/3-22  Inf  killed  one  enemy  with  a  mechanical  ambush  15  Ians  southwest  of 
Xuan  Loc  (YS3 22998)  at  1007  hours  on  14  January.  They  evacuated  one  AK50 
rifle  \)ith  three  full  magazines,  one  rucksack,  126  AK  rounds,  one  AK  vest, 
one  US  hammock,  one  US  entrenching  tool,  one  claymore  bag  and  miscellaneous 
clothing.  A  UH1H  helicopter  from  the  118th  Assault  Helicopter  Company, 
vMle  supporting  elements  of  the  3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  9  kms  souiinrest  of  Xuan  Loc 
(YS386Q36),  crashed  and  burned  due  to  mechanical  failure  at  1255  hours  on  14 
January.  The  UH1H  was  destroyed  and  one  US  soldier,  LTC  Bartron,  CO  of  the 
3-22  Inf  was  slightly  injured,  .  ‘  . 

The  2nd  Bde  continued  operating  in  the  same  three  province  areas  during 
the  third  week  of  January  (15-21  January)  ;dth  four  maneuver  battalions. 

Enemy  resupply  activities  increased  north  of  QL  1  as  operations  by  Allied 
units  south  of  Hung  Loc/Hung  Hghia  hamlets  disrupted  the  "shadow  supply  system". 
The  Bao  Ham  area,  vie  YT328142,  lying  astride  a  north-south  infiltration  route, 
served  as  a  dispersing  point  for  enetoy  supplies  with  the  closure  of  Hung  Loc/ 
Hung  Nghia  hamlets  to  easy  enemy  access.  There  were  16  significant  contacts 
during  the  week  resulting  in  23  enemy  soldiers  killed,  two  prisoners-of-wor 
captured  and  12  individual  weappns  evacuated. 

Two  enemy  soldiers  were  killed  by  R/l-27  Inf  at  1025  hours  and  1440  hours 
on  15  January  7  kms  southwest  of  31ack  Horse  (YS409889  and  YS4OI887).  Two 
US  soldiers  were  wounded  in  the  second  engagement.  One  enemy  AR47  rifle  was 
evacuated  while  a  small  bunker  complex  was  destroyed.  At  1445  hours  on  15 
January,  C/l-27  Inf  engaged  an  estimated  20  enemy  soldiers  in  a  bunker  com¬ 
plex  11  Ions  west  of  Black  Horse  (YS321S69)  with  organic  weapons  and  helicop¬ 
ter  gunships  resulting  in  two  enemy  killed.  Enemy  small  arms  and  autonatic 
\reapons  fire  wounded  14  US  soldiers  and  killed  one.  A  UH1H  liEDEVAC  helicop¬ 
ter  received  small  arms  ground  fire  while  coming  in  for  a  dustoff  and  crashed. 
The  heliopter  was  lifted  out  later.  There  were  no  casualties  on  the  air¬ 
craft,  The  most  significant  contact  of  the  week  occurred  at  0530  hours  on 
17  January  when  C/3-22  Inf  had  a  mechanical  ambush  detonate  1,5  kms  south  of 
Hung  Nghia  (YT292081)  resulting  in  five  onemy  soldiers  killed  and  one  AK47 
rifle,  11  rucksacks,  two  ponchos,  toilet  articles,  two  medical  bags  \/ith 
penicillin,  vitamin  C,  vitamin  B-1,  sodium,  bandages,  two  bags  of  food,  175 
pounds  of  rice,  12  flashlight  batteries,  one  bag  of  sugar  and  an  unknown 
amount  of  marijuana  evacuated.  Documents  captured  identified  the  2nd  Bn, 

74  NVA  Regt  which  ms  believed  to  be  dispersed  in  SR^4.  The  enemy  KIAls 
wore  on  a  medical  resupply  mission  when  contacted,  C/3-22  Inf  engaged  two 
onemy  soldiers  2  kms  southeastof  its  17  January  contact  (YT311072)  with 
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organic  weapons 'and  1ST  resulting  in  two  eneay  KES.  (B5J  'che  evacuation 
of  one  rucksack,  one  US  canteen,  one  KVA  pistol  belt,  one  poncho,  eating 
utensils  and  a  small  amount  of  documents.  The  documents  identified  the  2nd 
Bn,  274  N7A  Begt.  The  area  of  capture  was  the  normal  AO  for  the  2nd 
Bit  tali  on,  D/2-12  Inf  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  6.5  Ions  north¬ 

west  of  An  Ioc  (1T326164)  with  organic  weapons  resulting  in  one  enemy  killed 
and  the  evacuation  of  one  AK47  rifle,  two  US  hand  grenades, ’six  rucksacks, 
clothing,  one  Hi  6  rifle j  a  small  amount  of  medical  supplies,  documents, 
personal  equipment,  39x»30  calibojp  rounds,  33  K54  pistol  rounds  and  one 
booby  trapped  105mm  round.  B/2-12  Inf  located  a  south-west  trail  with 
indications  of  recent  activity  14  Ians  southeast  of  Black  Horse  (YS567922)  at 
1350  hours  on  20  January.  At  1600  hours,  they  engaged  six  to  eight  enemy 
with  organic  weapons  with  unknown  results.  The  enemy  returned  fire  with 
small  arras,  EPS  rounds  and  hand  grenades  resulting  in  one  US  soldier  killed 
and  si*  wounded.  D/3-22  Inf  received  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire 
from  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  5  tons  south  of  An  Loc  (YT390043)  at  1 557 
hours  on  21  January  resulting  in  one  US  soldier  killed  and  two  wounded.  Fire 
was  returned  with  organic  weapons,  1ST  and  tactical  airstrikes  with  unlmovvn 
results.  They  destroyed  two  bunkers,  five  fighting  positions  and  three 
trenches.  At  1755  hours  on  22  January,  D/5-22  Inf  located  three  bodies  600 
meters  southeast  of  the  21  January  contact  (YT389038) • 

The  2nd  Brigade  continued  operating  with  four  maneuver  battalions  in 
Men  Hoa.  long  Khanh  and  Phuoo  Tuy  Provinces  during  the  fourth  v/eek  of 
January  (22-31  January).  Eneay  activity  remained  unchanged  from  the  previous 
week.  There  were  21  significant  oontacts  reported  resulting  in  26  enemy 
killed  and  18  weapons  captured. 

The  most  significant  contaot  of  the  week  occurred  at  0955  hours  on  22 
January  when  a  LQH  from  D/5-4  Car  received  ground  fire  4.5  Ians  northeast  of 
Mnh  Son  (YS254957)  and  crashed  and  burned  near  an  enemy'  bunker.  The 
enemy  soldiers  in  the  bunker  engaged  the  downed  LOH  with  small  arms  fire. 

A  UH1H  helicopter  from  the  240th  Airmobile  Company  attempted  to  insert  a 
security  team  but  hit  a  branch  and  crashed.  Team  1A,  Company  C,  75th  Inf 
(Rgr)  was  inserted  at  1010  hours  and  received  small  arms  fire  from  the  enemy. 
They  engaged  the  enemy  with  organic  weapons  resulting  in  One  onemy  killed 
and  the  evacuation  of  one  waterproof  bag  full  of  clothing,  one  flashlight, 
one  intravenous  tube,  one  earphone,  throe  US  claymores,  eight  blasting  caps, 
one  full  AK47' magazine,  one  PRC-25  battery  and  a  small  amount  of  documents. 

At  1155  hours,  an  aerial  rifle  platoon  from  D/5-4  Cav  received  RPU  fire  from 
an  unknown  number  of  enemy.  US  casualties  were  seven  killed  (three  from  the 
BOH  and  four  from  the  UH1H)  and  eight  wounded  while  the  two  helicopters  were 
destrqyed  in  place.  The  captured  documents  identified  the  Hq  of  SR4  and  the 
74th  Arty  Rgt.  B/2-12  engaged  two  enemy  soldiers  that  were  trailing  them 
12  tons  east  of  Black  Horse  (YS 55 9939/  with  organic  weapons  resulting  in  one 
enemy  killed  and  the  evacuation  of  one  AK47  rifle  with  two  full  magazines. 

Team  2C,  Company  F,  75th  Inf  (Rgr)  engaged  an  unknown’  number  of  enemy  5  Ians 
southeast  of  Hung  loo  (IT361059)  with  organic  weapons,  artillery  and  DPT 
resulting  in  four  enemy  killed.  Enemy  small  arms  fire  wounded  two  US  soldicrB. 
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Two  AK  47  rifles  were  evacuated.  C/3-22  Inf  engaged  an  unknown  number  of 
enenty  7  kms  southwest  of  Xuan  Loc  (YT414037)  with  organic  weapons.  The 
enemy  initially  returned  fire  with  an  M60  machine  gun  and  small  arms.  At 
1235  hours,  C/3-22  Inf  was  engaged  by  a  platoon  size  enemy  force  resulting 
in  one  US  soldier  wounded.  One  enemy  soldier  was  killed  while  one  M79 
grenade  launcher,  one  US  bayonet,  200  M60  rounds,  one  US  entrenching  tool, 
one  US  claymore,  several  blasting  caps,  two  C-ration  cans  and  15  AK47  rounds 
were  evacuated.  A  mechanical  ambush  set  out  by  D/2-12  Inf  11  kms 
west  of  Black  Horse  (YS325567)  detonated  at  1545  hours  on  27  January  re¬ 
sulting  in  three  enemy  killed  and  the  evacuation  of  one  AK47  rifle,  one  Ml 
carbine,  one  machete,  two  full  AK  magazines,  one  full  carbine  magazine,  two 
rucksacks,  two  US  water  bags  and  a  small  amount  of  documents.  D/l-27  Inf 
killed  three  enemy  soldiers  by  mechanical  ambushed  in  two  actions  at  1105 
and  1510  hours  on  28  January  11  kms  west  of  Black  Horse.  (YS335956).  Three 
AK47  rifles  and  a  small  amount  of  documents  were  evacuated.  A/1-27  Inf 
engaged  five  enemy  carrying  weapons  with  organic  weapons  11  kms  south  of 
Black  Horse  (YS404866)  at  1700  hours  on  29  January  resulting  in  three  enemy 
killed  and  the  evacuation  of  two  rucksacks,  one  SKS  rifle  with  nine  rounds, 
one  US  field  jacket,  one  flashlight,  one  pistol  belt  and  a  small  amount  of 
documents.  The  documents  identified  the  rear  service  elements  of  SR-4, 
specifically  the  D10  Sapper  Battalion,  which  operated  in  the  Rung  Sat  Special 
Zone.  A  patrol  from  C/1-5  Inf  (M)  detonated  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade 
3  kms  northwest  of  Long  Thanh  (YS113936)  at  0923  hours  on  30  January  resulting 
in  eight  US  soldiers  wounded.  C/3-22  Inf  killed  one  enemy  8  kms  southwest  of 
Xuan  Loc  (YT405030)  at  1600  hours  on  31  January.  One  AK47  rifle  was 
evacuated  from  the  contact. 

The  2nd  Brigade,  25bh  Infantry  Division  forces  killed  72  of  the  enemy 
and  captured  five  prisoners-of-war  during  the  month  of  January,  received 
three  Hoi  Chanh  and  accounted  for  71  individual  weapons  and  949  pounds  of 
rice  captured. 

The  2nd  Brigade  continued  operating  in  Blen  Hoa,  southern  Long  Khanh  and 
northern  Phuoc  Tuy  Provinces  during  the  first  week  of  February  (1-7  February) 
with  four  maneuver  battalions  against  the  274  NVA  Regiment,  74  NVA  Artillery 
Regiment,  Rear  Service  Group  of  MR-7,  3d  Battalion,  33d  Regiment,  SR-4 
Headquarters  and  Rear  Service  elements  and  local  guerrilla  units.  Ground 
activity  remained  at  a  low  level,  characterized  by  the  detonation  of  a 
number  of  mechanical  ambushed.  The  major  enemy  activity  consisted  of  the 
emplacement  of  mines  and  booby  traps  to  harass  2nd  Brigade  units.  Five 
raining  incidents  were  reported  during  the  week  resulting  in  one  US  soldier 
wounded  and  three  Regional  Forces  soldiers  killed.  This  enemy  economy  of 
force  measure  was  due  to  their  limited  resources  and  low  number  of  personnel. 
Most  enemy  units  were  engaged  in  the  procurement  of  enough  food  for  survival 
which  became  more  and  more  difficult  with  increasing  allied  pressure.  There 
were  five  significant  contacts  with  the  eneijiy  during  the  week  resulting  in 
nine  enemy  killed  and  nine  individual  weapons  captured. 
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G/2-12  Inf  discovered" a  muiiitlon'S  production  area  4  kms  iNuth  of  Nui  May 
Tao  Mountain  (YS730868)  at  1200  hours  on  2  Februcjry.  They  evacuated  five 
watches  (two  of  which  were  electrically  booby  trapped),  100  finished  detona¬ 
tors  for  ChiCom  mines,  200  electrical  blasting  caps,  200  r.on-electrical 
blasting  caps,  300  primers  for  small  arms  ammunition,  500  unfinished  detona¬ 
tors  for  ChiCom  grenades,  50x9mm  rounds  and  assorted  drills,  dies  and  funnels. 
Team  2C,  Company  F,  75th  Inf  (Rgr),  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with 
organic  weapons,  artillery,  LST  and  aerial  rifle  platoon  4  kms  northeast  of 
Trang  Bom  (YT223151)  at  0905  hours  on  5  February  resulting  in  three  enemy 
killed  and  the  evacuation  of  two  AK47  rifles,  one  Ml  carbine,  120  pounds  of 
rice  2nd  a  small  amount  of  documents.  The  enemy  returned  fire  with  small 
arms  and  automatic  weapons  but  there  were  no  US  casualties.  The  documents 
indicated  that  the  enemy  element  belonged  to  the  U-1  Province  Provincial 
Farce  and  was  returning  from  a  resupply  mission  in  the  Trang  Bom  area  with 
newly  purchased  supplies.  The  enemy  were  wearing  new  boots  and  fatigues 
similar  to  those  worn  by  the  AR VN,  At  1110  hours  on  5  Februcry,  1-5  Inf  (M) 
in  the  vicinity  of  old  FSB  Henderson  (YT174129)  located  and  evacuated  five 
105mm  rounds,  67  hand  grenades,  20  1179  rounds  and  a  large  amount  of  small 
arms  ammunition.  Recon,  1-27  Inf  engaged  an  estimated  three  enemy  wi-h 
organic  weapons  3.5  kms  north  of  An  Loc  (YT 3781 24)  at  1210  hours  on  6  February 
resulting  in  two  enemy  killed  and  the  evacuation  of  one  RPG  launcher,  four 
B40  rounds,  five  boxes  of  Ml  6  ammunition,  two  M79  rounds,  one  ChiCom  claymore 
and  tripwire,  cooking  utensils,  one  105mm  round  and  a  small  amount  of  docu¬ 
ments,  Sight  bunkers  in  the  area  were  destroyed.  The  documents  identifier, 
the  D440  Battalion  and  the  Gac  3u  District  force.  One  company  of  the  D440 
Bn  was  assigned  to  the  Cao  Su  District  force  when  the  battalion  was  disbanded 
in  October  1970.  The  Cao  Su  District  force  normally  operated  in  the  area 
east  of  the  Checkerboard  Rubber  Plantation  (YI’3504)  although  small  elements 
have  been  identified  north  of  highway  QL  1.  A  mechanical  ambush  set  out  by 
A/l -27  Inf  7  Ians  northwest  of  Hung  Hghia  (YT273164)  detonated  at  O65O  hours 
on  7  February  resulting  in  three  enemy  killed  and  the  evacuation  of  one  AK47 
rifle,  one  AK50  rifle,  one  Ml  6  rifle,  one  K54  pistol,  two  recoilless  rifle 
rounds,  six  6 from  mortar  rounds,  three  rucksacks,  one  compass,  pots  and 
pans,  a  small  amount  of  tobacco,  two  hammocks  and  a  small  amount  of  docu¬ 
ments.  The  documents  identified  the  C18  Anti-Aircraft  Company,  274  NVA 
Regiment  which  was  operating  in  the  role  of  a  transportation  element. 

Supplies,  mainly  munitions,  were  moved  south  normally  from  War  Zone  D  by  both 
the  Cl 8  and  C22  Transportation  Companies,  274  NVA  Regiment. 

The  2nd  Brigade  continued  operating  in  the  three  province  area  of  Bien 
Hoa,  Long  Khanh  and  Fhuoc  Tuy  during  the  second  week  in  February  (3-14  February). 
Suomy  activity  increased  over  the  previous  week,  especially  north  of  QL-1, 

There  were  ten  significant  contacts  during  the  week  resulting  in  18  enemy 
killed,  two  prisoner-of-war  captured  and  31  individual  weapons  evacuated. 

There  were  two  mining  incidents  reported  resulting  in  three  US  soldiers 
killed  and  one  wounded. 
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Recon/3-22  Inf  engaged  the  area  of  a  mechanical  ambush  detonation  7. Sims 
southeast  of  Hung  loc  (YT353026)  at  1710  hours  on  8  February  with  organic 
weapons  resulting  In  three  enemy  kLllod  and  the  evacuation  of  one  AK47  rifle, ■ 
one  full  AK  magazine,  60  pounds  of  sweet  potatoes,  five  pounds  of  cooked  rice, 
three  hammocks,  clothing,  eating  utensili  and  three  v, allots  with  papers. 

The  captured  documents  identified  the  274  EVA  Regiment  Hqs.  This  Regimental 
Hqs  tos  identified  again  on  10  February  in  the  vicinity  of  IT  325013  when 
snipers  from  3-22  Inf  engaged  two  individuals,  killing  one.  The  enemy  KIA 
was  a  member  of  the  military  staff  sections  of  the  274  Regiment,  Snipers 
from  the  3-22  Inf  again  engaged  four  individuals  8  kms  south  of  Hung  loo 
(YT326014)  with  organic  weapons  resulting  £n  ono  enemy  killed  and  one- •prisoner- 
of-war  captured  and  the  evacuation  of  one  AK47  rifle  and  one  K54  pistol. 

The  KEA  was  identified  as  a  member  of  the  J85  Transportation  Group  of  MR-7 
and  the  IW  as  a  member  of  the  K15  Hospital  of  HR**7»  According  to  the  source, 
the  group  was  on  a  resupply  mission  to  Thai  Giao,  vie  IT4301.  D/t~27  Inf 

and  the  621  HF  Company  detonated  one  unknown  type  booby  trap  7  kms  north 
of  Hung  loc  (IT324163)  at  1130  hours  on  9  February  resulting  in  three 
US  soldiers  killed,  four  RF  killed,  one  KLt  Carson  Scout  killed  and 
five  RF  wounded*  At  1140  hours,  they  received  small  aims  fire  and  returned 
fire  with  artillery,  HPT  and  airstrikes.  At  1230  hours,  a  MEDEVAC  UH1K  on 
a  dustoff  was  hit  with  eight  rounds  of  small  aims  fire  and  was  downed. 

The  UH1H  was  recovered  at  1445  hours,  A/1-27  Inf  received  snail  arms  fire 
from  an  unknow,  number  of  enemy  5  kms  northwest  of  Hung  Nghia  (YT271139)  at 
1731  hours  on  9  February,  Fire  was  returned  with  organic  weapons  result¬ 
ing  in  three  enemy  killed  and  the  evacuation  of  two  AK47  rifles  with  two 
full  magazines,  three  rucksacks  and  a  small  amount  of  documents.  There 
were  no  US  casualties.  The  docutaents  identified  an  element  of  the  3ien  Hoa 
Province  Party  Committee  and  the  17-1  Province  Fartv  Committee.  a/3-22  Inf 
received  automatic  weapons  fire  while  moving  along  a  stream  bank  8  kms 
south  of  Hung  loc  (YT34Q016)  at  1000  hours  on  11  February.  Fire  was  returned 
with  organic  weapons  and  1ST  vdth  negative  results.  At  1255  hours,  contact 
was  reestablished  with  an  estimated  50  enemy,  A  LOH  rooeivsd  ground  fire 
but  sustained  no  tilts.  A  Command  and  Control  helicopter  received  eight 
small  arms  hits  but  suffered  only  light  damage.  Contact  was  broken  at 
1335  hours,  US  casualties  were  two  wounded  while  one  Kit  Carson  Scout 
was  killed.  There  wore  no  enemy  losses  reported.  A/3-22  Inf  engaged 
two  enemy  vdth  organic  weapons  and  1ST  at  0710  hours  on  12  February  7.5  Ions 
south  of  Hung  loo  (IT335018)  resulting  in  two  enemy  killed  and  the  evacu¬ 
ation  of  two  AK47  rifles,  40  AK  rounds  and  a  small  amount  of  documents. 

The  documents  identified  the  274  EVA  Regimental  Headquarters  which  nor- 
mally  operated  in  the  contact  area.  An  ambush  patrol  and  snipers  from 
A/1 -27  Inf  engaged  three  enemy  with  organic  weapons  9  kms  northwest  of  Ilung 
Kghia  (YT276180)  at  1900  on  13  February  resulting  in  three  enemy  killed 
and  the  evacuation  of  two  AK47  rifles,  three  rucksacks,  three  hammocks, 

$1085  in  Vietnamese  piasters  and  a  small  amount  of  doouments.  The  cap¬ 
tured  documents  identified  elements  of  the  Regimental  Headquarters  and 
the  3rd  Battalion  of  the  274  EVA  Regiment.  The  3rd  battalion  was  dis¬ 
persed  south  of  the  Mnh  Son  Rubber  Plantation  (YS1893)  while  the 
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Regimental  Headquarters  was  located  northwost  of  the  Qng  -Que  Plantation 
(353899).  The  contacted  enemy  was  probably  on  a  resupply  mission.  1/ 

1-5  Inf  (M)  located  a  small  arms  cacho  13  leas  oast  of  Black  Horso  (35563946) 
at  1130  hours  on  14  February.  They  evacuated  13  CKC  rifles,  one  ML  car- 
bine,  30x60aaj  mortar  rounds  and  documents,  A/l-27  Inf  engaged  sovon 
enemy  9  kins  north  of  Hung  Nghia  (YT275185)  with  organic  wonpous  at  1240 
hours  on  34  February  resulting  in  one  enemy  killed  and  the  evacuation  of 
one  AK47  rifle  and  a  small  amount  of  documents.  The  enemy  returned  fire 
with  small  arms  but  there  were  no  US  casualties.  The  documents  identified 
two  companies  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  274  NVA  Regiment,  which  was  locatod  vost 
of  tho  Checkerboard  Rubber  Plantation  UT34Q4).  A/l-27  Inf  engfegod  tiuse 
enemy  500  , 10 tors  southeast  of  their  1240  hours  contact  (YT276180)  with  or« 
ganic  weapons  at  1325  hours  resulting  in  one  enemy  killod  ond  tho  evacuation 
of  ono  AIC47  rifle  and  one  ruoksaok  with  documents. 

The  2nd  Brigade  continued  operating  in  Bien  Hoa,  southern  Long  Khanh 
and  northern  Phuoc  Tuy  provinces  during  the  third  we  ok  of  Fobru&ry  (15-21 
Fobruory)  with  four  maneuver  battalions.  Enemy  activity  remained  at  a 
moderate  level  with  14  significant  contacts  resulting  in  17  enemy  killod  and 
11  individual  weapons  captured.  Also,  10  enemy  bodies  from  previous  con¬ 
tacts  were  located.  There  were  tvio  raining  incidents  reported  resulting  in 
the  destruction  of  one  AFC  but  thero  were  no  US  casualties , 

G/l-27  Inf  located  five  graves  south  of  Binh  Loo  (YT394U2)  vith  five 
bodies  ostimated  to  have  been  dead  for  four  or  fivo  days.  Tho  XI A* a  wore 
credited  to  Rocon/L-27  Inf 1 s  contact  of  11  February.  Also,  they  destroyed 
four  bunkers,  one  latrino  and  ono  US  claymore  booby  trapped  with  trip  wire, 
D/3-22  Inf  engaged  an  ostimated  eight  onomy  with  organic  weapons  2  Ians  south¬ 
east  of  Hung  Nghia  (YT315084)  at  1830  hours  on  15  February,  The  2nd  Platoon, 
D/3-22  Inf  spotted  three  individuals  700  meters  southwost  of  that  oontaot. 
and  engaged  vdth  organic  weapons  resulting  in  ono  VC  killod.  The  remaining 
two  fled  northwest  where  ono  tripped  a  mechanical  ambush  resulting  in  ono 
enemy  killed.  Two  US  soldiers  wore  wounded.  Two  AK47  rifles,  one  ruoksaok 
and  some  documents  wore  captured.  The  eta  currants  identified  the  Headquarters, 
274  NVA  Regiment  and  the  Rcocn  and  Medical  Companies,  274  NVA  Rogimont.  Tho 
place  of  capturo  was  the  normal  area  of  operations  for  those  units.  At 
1845  hours  on  15  February,  FSB  Hoidi  (YT515056)  received  10~15x60mm  mortar 
rounds  and  small  arms  firo  resulting  in  ono  US  soldier  killod  and  11  US 
wounded,  Firo  was  returned  with  dustors,  105mn  howitzers,  beehive  and  KlUor 
rounds  and  mortars  to  tho  vicinity  of  1151180483  with  unknown  results, 

D/3-22  Inf  engaged  an  estimated  throe  enemy  soldiors  v/ith  organic  weapons 
1.5  kins  southwest  of  Hung  Nghia  (XT286093)  at  0735  on  16  February  roBulting 
in  ono  onomy  killed  and  tho  evacuation  of  two  rucksacks  and  some  -documents. 
Tho  capturod  documents  identified  the  74  NVA  Artillory  Regiraont  Hoadquartors 
and  3rd  Battalion,  74th  NVA  Artillery  Rogimont.  Both  units  had  last  boon 
Idontifiod  on  17  January  by  documents  in  tho  vicinity  of  YT290034.  C/3-22 
Inf  located  throe  onomy  bodies  6  kms  northwest  of  31rnk  Horso  (XT404021)  at 
1120  hours  on  16  February.  Tho  ensmy  dead  .were  killed  by  Rocon/2-12  Inf 
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In  two  engagements  100  meters  apart  7  Inns  southeast  of  Xuan  Log  (75517043) 
at  1710  and  1743  hours  cn'16  February*  Two  AK47  rifles  were  evacuated  from 
the  contacts*  C/1-27  Inf,  while  moving  along  a  stream  bank  5  ims  northwest 
of  Xuan  loo  (75415127),  received  snail  arms,  automatic  weapons  and  RPG  fire 
at  1145  hours  on  18  February  from  an  estimated  10-12  enemy  resulting  in 
seven  (JS  soldiers  wounded.  Fire  ms  returned  with  organic  weapons,  artillery 
and  LS5  resulting  in  one  enemy  killed  and ‘the  evaouation' of  one  AK47  rifle 
with  throe  full  magazines,  6ne  K54  pistol,  one  ammo  vest,  two  B40  rounds, 

100  meters  of  claymore  wire,  several  bunches  of  bananas,  and  a  small  amount 
of  documents.  The  enemy  unit  was  believed  to  have  bean  the  D6  Sapper 
Battalion,  At  1400  hours  on  19  February,  C/1-27  Inf  ms  engaged  by  an  un¬ 
known  size  enemy  force  500  meters  southwest  e£  the-  previous  day’s,  contact 
(754I4I22)  with  a  command  detonated  nine  and  small  arms  fire  resulting  in 
one  US  soldier  wounded  and  one  Kit  Carson  Scout  wounded.  Fire  was  returned 
by  organic  weapons  and  4.2  inch  mortars  with  unknown  results.  They  swept 
the  area  and  located  two  enemy  bodies  in  graves,  killed  in  the  previous 
days  contact  by  C/l-27  Inf.  Reoon/2-12  Inf  engaged  four  enemy  8.5  Ians 
southeast  of  Xuan  Loc  (75530037)  with  organic  weapons  at  1055  hours  on  20 
February  resulting  in  one  enemy  killed  and  the  evaouation  of  one  X54  pistol 
and  one  rucksack.  One  US  soldier  ms  wounded  in  the  contact »  They  swept 
the  oontaot  area  and  at  1100  hours ‘reoeived  email  arms  and  automatic  weapons 
fire  from  an  estimated  20-25  enemy.  Fire  ms  Returned  by  crganio  weapons, 

1ST  and  artillery  with  unknown  results.  One  AX47  rifle,  six  rucksacks 
containing  cooking  utensils  and  a  small  amount  of  documents  were  evacuated. 
The  documents 'identified  elements  of  the  J85  Transportation  Battalion,  Rear 
Servioe  Group,  MR-7  which  ms  formed  from  the  84th  Rear  Service  Group  after 
it  ms  disbanded,  A  mechanical  avbush  set  out  by  0/3-  -22  Inf  7.5  kms  south¬ 
west  of  Xuan  Boo  (7T3SB036)  detonated  at  1137  hours  on  20  February  resulting 
in  one.  enemy  killed  and  the  evacuation  of 'one  AIC47  rifle  with  three  full 
magazines  and  a  small  amount  of 'documents.  The  documents  identified  the 
Mortar  Company  and  Headquarters,  274  WA  Regt.  The  documents  indicated  that 
Hung  Hghia  (75300095)  continued  to  be  on  important  supply  point. 

Enemy  aotivity  declined  during  the  fourth  week  of  February  (22-28 
February)  in  the  2nd  Bde’s  AO  ae  the  enemy  avoided  contact  to  engage  in 
resupply  activities.  The  detonation  of  mechanical  ambushes  ms  the  pre¬ 
dominant  form  of  engagement  employed  by  2nd  Bde  forces  although  small  ground 
contacts  did  occur.  Harassing  attacks  in  the  form  of  indirect  fire  incidents 
and  the  emplacement  of  mines  and  booby  traps  were  the  enemy’s  chief  taotiCB 
throughout  the  week. 

D/3-22  Inf  located  several  bunkers  with  radio  equipment  10  kms  east  of 
HLaok  Horse  (XS334974)  at  0945  hours  on  23'February.  They  evacuated  one 
ChiCom  amp  meter,  one' tester,  radio  wiring,  16  transistor  parts,  one  Japanese 
radio,  two  RPG  rounds,  283  AK47  rounds  and  assorted  radio  parts.  The  equip¬ 
ment  probably  belonged  to  the  C2C  Signal  Company,  274  KVA  Regt.  B/1-27  Inf 
engaged  10-12  eftemy  soldiers  5.5  Ions  northwest  of  Hung  Ngnjba  (7T279147)  with 
organic  weapons,  I$T  and  artillery  at  1715  hours  on  23  February  resulting  in 
one  enemy  killod  and  the  evacuation  of  one  AE47  rifle,  one  flashlight,  pills 
of  undetermined  type  and  two  letters.  These  letters  identified  the 
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1st  Bn,  74  NVA  Arty  Regt  which  was  usually  located  nortliwcst  than 

the  contact  area,  near  the  Dong  tfe.i  River,  Later,  at  1831  hours,  D/l-27  Inf* 
spotted  and  engaged  four  enemy  With  organic  weapons  400  meters  west  of  the 
1715  htv\*a  contact  with  unknown  results.  Enemy  snail  arms  fire  wounded  one 
US  soldier#  A  mechanical  ambush  set  out  by  C/3-22  Inf  300  meters  south  of 
Hung  Nghia  (YT3 02091)  detonated  at  0710  hours  on  24  February  resulting  in 
three  enemy  killed  and  the  evacuation  of  one  carbina,  two  rucksacks  with 
bananas,  one  rucksack  with  40X.30  caliber  rounds,  five  pounds  of  rice,  one 
carton  of  cigarettes,  one  IB  anno  ^auch,  one  US  pistol  belt,  one  NVA  belt, 
miscellaneous  personal  gear,  o m  30NX  transistor  radio  and  90,600  $  VII 
piasters.,  The  captured  documents  identified  the  Cll  Requisitioning  and 
Purchasing  Company,  J85  Trans porta ticn  Battalion,  Rear  Service  Group,  MR-7. 
Elements  of  tha  J85  Bn  wore  last  identified  on  20  February  at  TT53003?  by 
documents.  Tho  J85  m  was  responsible  for  reapplying  units  in  southern 
MR-7.  A  mechanical  ambush  set  out  by  4/1-27  Inf  4  bus  southwest  of  Hung 
Nghia  (YT267070)  detonated  at  1800  hours  on  25  February  resulting  in  two 
enemy  killed  and  the  ovacuation  of  one  AK47  rifle.  There  were  no  US  cas¬ 
ualties.  D/3-17  Cav  with  elements  of  the  200  RF  Company  engaged  an  unknown 
number  of  enemy  with  organic  weapons  and  IFT  3  kns  west-northwest  of  Long 
Thanh  (13110930)  at  1820  hours  on  25  February  resulting  in  one  enemy  killed 
and  one  M16  rifle  evacuated.  Enemy  small  arms  fire  wounded  one  RF  soldier* 
At  0920  hours  on  26  February,  elements  from  D/3-17  Cav  detonated  a  grenaio 
booby  trapped  on  a  trail  2  kas  west-northwest  of  Long  Thanh  (£>120928)  re 
suiting  in  ona  US  soldier  killed  end  thre6  wounded.  Thoy  swept  tho  area 
and  found  one  82rxa  mortar  round  which  they  destroyed.  One  NVA  prisonor-of- 
war  was  captured  by  A/l-27  Inf  3.5  kms  southwest  of  Hung  Nghia  (YT275C66)  r.t 
1205  hours  on  26  February,  One  AK47  rifle,  11,800  $  VII  plasters  and  docu¬ 
ments  were  evacuated.  The  HI  was  a  member  of  tho  Rear  Servioe  Section  cf 
tho  74  NVA  Artillery  Regiment,  The  most  significant  contact  of  the  week 
occurred  at  1350  hours  on  27  February  when  a  mechanical  aubush  set  out  by 
C/3-22  Inf  6.5  kns  south  of  Hung  Ngliin  (YT305028)  detonated  killing  six  of 
tha  enemy,  A  swoop  of  the  area  resulted  in  the  ovacuation  of  three  AK47 
rifles,  ona  K54  pistol,  six  rucksacks,  12"  US  time  fuse,  five  pounds  of 
sugar,  five  pounds  of  salt,  40  pounds  of  rice,  five  blasting  caps,  173 
AK/,7  rounds,  ono  sloctric  lamp,  one  flashlight,  c:n  US  hand  grenade,  six  ML6 
rounds  and  documents.  Tha  doounants  indicated  that  tho  aloraont  contacted 
was  from  the  Roar  Servioo  Section,  274  NVA  Rogt.  Papers  includod  woapons 
lists,  personal,  letters  and  expenditure  lists.  One  of  the  enemy  KIAte  was 
suspected  of  being  tha  Adjutant,  Headquarters,  274  NVA  Rogt.  A/l~27  Inf 
killed  one  enemy  3  kns  southwest  of  Hung  iighia  (XT287065)  at  1430  hours  on 
27  Fobruary,  3/1-27  Inf  killed  one  onony  and  captured  one  AK47  riflo  with 
•two  full  magazines  10  kms  north  of  Hung  Nghia  (YT292183)  at  1738  hours 
27  February,  A  nechanioal  unbush  set  cut  by  D/1-27  Inf  2,5  kns  northwest 
of  Hung  Nghia  (XT282120)  detonated  at  1915  hears  on  28  February  resulting 
in  one  oneny  killed  and  the  evacuation  of  cno  AK47  rifle  with  full  magazine, 
one  rucksack  with  pistol  belt,  canteen  arid  documents. 


Tho  2nd  Brigado,  25th  Infantry  Division  forcos  Idllod  76  of  tbs  enemy 
and  captured  one  prisenor-of-wur  during  tho , month  of  Fobruary,  aooountod 
for  64  individual  woapons  captured  in  action  and  1483  pounds  of  rice  captured. 
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a.  Personnel 


The  following  personnel  occupied  key  positions  in  the  2nd  Brigade's 


staff  during  the  reporting  period: 

NAME 

RANK 

DUTY 

Ulatoski;  Joseph  R. 

Col 

Brigade  CO 

Thcsnpson,  Harry  J.  Jr. 

I/DC 

Deputy  CO  (Administration 

Marioh,  Charles  B. 

ETC 

and  Logistics) 

Deputy  CO  (Operations) 

Pinch,  James  T. 

MAJ 

S-1 

PattisOn,  John  A, 

MAJ 

S-2 

Dilkes;  Pred  A, 

MAJ 

S-3 

Murray',  George  T. 

MAJ 

S-4 

Oraaet,  Ned  A. 

MAJ 

S-? 

Moore,  Patrick  J . 

ETC 

CO,  1-5  Inf  (M) 

Johnston,  Johnny 

I/DC 

CO;  1-27  Inf 

SaluoOi,  Ralph 

I/DC 

CO;  2-1 2  Inf 

McCoy,  D6n  S. 

I/DC 

00,  3-22  Inf 

Rickards,  Donald  A.  Jr. 

I/DC 

CO;  3-22  Inf  (11-28  Peb) 

Hampton',  David 

me 

00;  1-8  Arty 

Johnson,  Charles  R. 

me 

CO,  225th  Spt  Bn 

b.  Intelligence 

(l)  During  the  month' of  November,  enemy  activity  throughout  the  Brigade 
AO  remained  generally  light.  Terrorist  activities  on  the  periphery  of  the  AO 
and  reports  of  food  gathering  activities  in  the  Hung  Loo  area  indicated  that 
propaganda  and  proselytizing  efforts  as  well  as  food  procurement  had  priority 
over  oomhat  activities  at  that  time.  Enemy  losses  were  28  killed,  three 
captured  and  one  rallier  reoeived. 


(2)  During  the  month  of  December,  enemy  activity  involving  US  troops 
within  MR-7  was  light.  ARVN,  HF  and  EF  units  were  the  recipients  of  most 
enemy  initiated  activity  in  our  area  of  interest.  Within  the  2nd  Brigade's 
AO,  the  area  south  of  QL~1  in  the  Hung  Nghia  area  remained  the  most  active. 
North  of  Xuan  Loc  there  was  a  slight  increase  in  activity.  Enemy  losses 
were  42  killed,  five  captured  and  five  ralliers  received. 


(3)  During  the  month  of  January,  enenv  activity  increa.  ed  as  units  of 
the  Brigade  engaged  elements  of  the  274  NVA  Regiment.  Most  contacts  were 
friendly  initiated  and  involved  only  small  enemy  elements.  Allied  ambushes, 
including  mechanical,  were  prevalent.  Enemy  losses  were  72  killed,  two 
captured  and  two  ralliers  received. 


(4)  Interrogations,  Prisoners -of-War  (iPff) :  During  the  first  two 
months  of  the  reporting  period,  the  IP?  seotion,  25th  MI  Go  oontinued  its 
support  to  the  25th  Infantry  Division,  up  until  the  Division*  s  redeployment 
in  December,  The  formation  of  the  25th  MI  Det,  also  in  Deoember,  allowed 
support  of  as  Sfttlrs  5C3  IPs?  Section  to  oe  qJLVwa  XO  VUW  2nd  Brigade , 
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25th  Infantry  Division*  The  following  stStiStibs  'depict  -ur»  <Derational 
activities  of  the  UW  Section  whils  OPCON  to  the  25th  Infantry  Division 
and  while  in  support  of  the  2d  Bde,  25th  Inf  Div, 


NOV 

DEO 

JAN 

Khowledgable  detainees  processed  through 
and  exploited  by  2d  Bde,  25th  Inf  Div 

8 

11 

10 

Interrogations  completed 

20 

33 

32 

Captured  enemy  document  batches  exploited 

26 

33 

51 

6.  Opo rations j 

(1)  Combined  operations  with  Territorial  Forces. 

(a)  A  primary  mission  of  the  2nd  Brigade  was  the  upgrading  of  regional 
and  popular  forces  within  the  Bdefg  AO.  Combined  operations  involving  a 
Vietnamese  unit,  platoon  size  or  greater,  with  a  US  element  were  strongly 
emphasized;  at  least  three  companies  of  the  brigade  conducted  combined 
operations  daily.  US  personnel  maintained  control  of  the  operation  while 
the  planning  and  execution  were  accomplished  jointly.  This  allowed  for  the 
maximum  employment  of  allied  fire  power.  Since  1  November  1970,  a  total  of 
764  combined  operations  were  conducted  with  territorial  forces.  In  both 
combined  and  separate  operations,  territorial  forces  accounted  for  79 
VC/NVA  KEA  (EC),  14  prisoners-of-war,  12  Hoi  Chanh  and  51  weapons  captured 
in  actl«n. 

(b)  BP/fep  Training.  The  2nd  Brigade  maintained  an  active  training 
programia  order  to  upgrade  territorial  forces  within  its  AO.  During  the 
conduct  of  combined  operations,  special  emphasis  was  placed  on  training; 

This  training  inoludod:  ambush  techniques,  mechanical  ambush  employment, 
patrolling,  artillery  and  mortar  fire  adjustment,  first  aid,  and  dust-off 
procedures;  In  addition  to  this  specialized  training,  a"dedicated  company”, 
B/1-27  Inf,  was  given  the  mission  of  training  territorial  forces  in  Nhon 
Trach  District,  BLen  Hoa  Provinoe.  From  25  November  1970  through  15  January 
1971,  they  employed  an  intensive  18  day  training  program;  a  total  of  two  HE* 
companies-  and  nine  IF  platoons  were  trained  during  this  period.  The  District 
Chief  coordinated  the  training  program,  designating  the  units  to  be  trained 
and  the  specific  training  program  employed  for  each  unit.  Thus,  the  train¬ 
ing  conducted  was  specifically  tailored  for  the  needs  of  each  unit.  The 
results  of  this  training  have  upgraded  the  territorial  foroes  to  a  higher 
state  of  combat  readiness.  On  16  January  1971,  B/1-27  Inf  was  placed  OICON 
to  the  1st  Cav  Div  (AM)  with  the  mission  of  training  other  "dedicated"  com¬ 
panies  and  to  continue  training  territorial  forces  in  Bien  Hoa  and  Long  An 
Provinces. 

(2)  Artillery  operations, 

(a)  During  the  reporting  period  the  1st  Battalion,  8th  Field  Artillery 
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continued  its  direct  support  mission  to  the  2nd  Brigade  (The  Fire  Brigade) 
on  Operation  TO kit  IEH5  HT.  Is  fulfilling  its  role, ' "The  Au+oaatio  Eighth" 
was  headquartered  in  Xuan  Loo  and  Camp  Prenzell-Jones. 

(b)  Significant  tactical  moves  conducted  by  the  1*^8  Arty  commenced  on 
9  November  1970  when  Battery  A  was  airlifted  frcsa  FSB  Hazel  to  Xuan  loo,  and 
moved  by  road  to  Camp  Frenzell-Jones,  'She  following  day  the  battery  deployed, 
to  the  Hhcn  Traoh  area  to  Bupport  operations  of  the  1-5  Inf  (m),'  and  oooupied 
PSB  Stu  and  FSB  Geain±s  On  18  November,  Battery  0  moved  to  FSB  lies,  in¬ 
support  of  operations  of  2-12  Inf.  Eighteen  clays  later,  it  was  necessary 
to  split  Battery  B  to  support  a  large  airmobile  operation  of  the  3-22  Inf. 

Tills  operation  was  completed  in  seven  days 'at  which  time  the  three  howitzers 
returned  to  FSB  Schwartz.  On  14  December,  Battery  0  moved  to  FSB  Barbara 
to  support  an  operation  of  2-12  Inf,  With  the  redeployment  of  the  1st  and 
3rd  Brigades,  25th  Infantry  Division  and  the  addition  of  the  1-27  Inf  to 
the  2nd  Brigade,  it  was  necessary  to  add  a  fourth  battery  to  the  battalion. 
Battery  D,  previously  Battery  B,  2-77  Artillery,  moved  from  Cu  Chi  Base 
Camp  to  FSB  Beverly  on  1 5  December.  On  28  December,  Battery  A  established 
unit  integrity  again  when  it  moved  to  FSB  Custer}  However,  the  battery  split 
again  on  21  January  1971  and  occupied  FSB  llanoe  and  FSB  Stu.  The  following 
day,  the  battery  moved  to  its  present  location,  FSB  Rivers,  On  24  January, 
Battery  C  moved  to  its  present  location  at  FSB  Heidi  and  seven  days  later 
Battery  D  occupied  FSB  Carol  where  it  remained. 

(o)  Three  attacks' were  made  on  fire  support  bases  during  the  period 
November  through  January <>  On  1 5  ‘  November ,  Battezy  A  received  small  arms 
fire  but  there  were  no  casualties  or  damage  reported.  On  19  November, 

Battery  B  received  one  round  of  unknown’  origin  and,  again,  there  were  no 
casualties  or  damage.  On  23  'November,  Battery  C  received  7-10  mortar  rounds 
which  landed  out3lde  the  berm,  causing  no  casualties  or  damage. 

(d)  Ammunition  expenditures  for  the  1-8  Arty  during  the  period 
November  through  January  totalled  23,942  rounds. 

d,  logistics:  None 

o.  Communications:  None 

f.  Materiel:  None 

g.  Civio  Action* 

(l)  During  the  reporting  period,  1,466  man-days  were'used  to  assist  the 
Vietnamese  in  civio  action  projects.  During  the  same  time,  1,643,339  $7N 
piasters  were  expended  in  tho  form  of  money  or  supplies  to  support  the  oivio 
action  program.  A  total  of  25,500  §VN  piasters  was  paid  in  solatium  during 
the  period.  A  total  of  148  MEDCAPs  was  oonduoted  by  the  2nd  Brigade  during 
the  period. 
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(2)  Psychological  Operations. 

.  .1 

(a)  652:  air  broadcast  missions  were  conducted  during  the  period. 

(b)  130  hours  of  air  broadcast  time  was  conducted. 

(c)  11,833*000  leaflets  wore  dropped  in  the  2nd  Brigade's  A'O  during  the 
period* 

(d)  106  hours  of  ground  broadcast  time  ®s  conducted  during  the  period* 

2.  (c)  EESS0K3  I2ARN1®:  Commander* s  observations,  evaluations  and  recommen¬ 
dations. 

a.  Personnel,  , 

h)  Assignment  cf  UK)  and  PO  personnel, 

(a)  Observation:  By  TO&E,  artillery  liaison  officers  (iNOs)  are  assign¬ 
ed  to  headquarters  battery  and  forward  observation  (fo)  teams  to  each  line 
battery.  In  the  taotical  situation  found  in  Vietnam,  PO  teams  operated  at 
locations  quits  remote  from  their  battery. 

(b)  Evaluation:  This  resulted  in  burdensome  personnel  and  logistical 
actions  between  the  battery  commander  and  the  PO  personnel.  Sufficient  air¬ 
craft  were  not  available  for  all  commanders  to  pay  persons  in  remote  areas,  or 
attend  to  other  administrative  requirements.  PO  members  on  stand  down  could 
seldom  return  to  their  unit  because  of  distances  involved  and  the  lack  of 
transportation.  Decentralized  control -resulted  in  some  PO  members  losing 
identity  with  parent  unit. 

(o)  Recommendation:  That  PO  personnel  be  assigned  to  one  battery,  under 
the  centralized  control  of  one  commander,  i.e.  headquarters  battery. 

b.  Intelligence.  None,  * 

c.  Operations, 

(l)  New' personnel  on  outposts. 

(a)  Observation:  During  the  reporting  period,  units  had  delight  out- 
poets  observe  enemy  personnel  at  close  range  but  fail  to  engage  them. 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  personnel  on  the  outposts  invariably  gave  the  reason 
for  not  engaging  that  they  thought  the  observed  individuals  were  friendly 
Vietnamese  foroes.  Upon  closer  investigation,  it  was  discovered  tJiat  the 
personnel  at  the  outposts  were  new  personnel  with  very  limited  experience. 

(c)  Recommendation:  It  is  essential  that  at  least  one  individual 
at  all  outposts  be  experienced.  This  will  reduce  the  occurrences  of 
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nonengagement  of  lucrative  targets,  as-well  a b  saw  personnel 

in  overcoming  their  initial  reluctance  to  fire  their  weapons  at  the  en&ny. 
Additionally}  it  is  mandatory  that  all  troops  be  thoroughly  briefed  on 
whether  or  not  to  expect  friendly  military  or  civilian  personnel  in  their 
areas  of  operation. 

(2)  Enemy  use  of  existent  and  non-existent  (dry)  streams. 

(a)  Observation}  The  enemy* s  movement  can  characteristically  be 
described  as  being  at  or  near  the  existing  network  of  streams* 

(b)  Evaluations  It  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  usually  located  his 
base  camps  along  the  existing  streams  because  they  provided  them  with  a 
readily  available  source  of  water.  Additionally,  the  enemy  attempted  to 
locate  his  base  areas  in  a  position  on  the  highest  point  of  ground  near  the 
stream  60  that  bunkers  will  not  be  inundated  during  the  wet  season.  Security 
bunkers,  however,  were  found  on  both  sides  of  the  streams.  Good  cover  and 
concealment  was  also  prevalent  along  the  streams  facilitating  enemy  movement 
along  trails  close  to  the  stream  beds*  In  areas  where  there  were  only  dry 
stream  beds,  the  enemy  was  found  to  utilize  the  stream  bed  itself  as 
opposed  to  the  existing  trail  network  in  ordca?  to  avoid  detection. 

(c)  Recommendation!  All  units  should  be  aware  of  this  pattern  of 
enemy  movement  and  that  the  unitts  activities  in  the  fiield  be  concentrated 
against  these  enemy  sanctuaries. 

(3)  Use  of  night  time  signal  devices* 

(a)  Observation!  Without  knowledge  before  hand  of  friendly  positions, 
a  unit  moving  on  the  ground  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  ascer¬ 
taining  the  precise  location  of  friendly  elements. 

(b)  Evaluation:  A  unit  moving  on  the  ground  near  a  friendly  element 
and  without  loiowledge  of  the  exact  location  of  the  friendly  position,  cannot 
rely  solely  on  light  signals  or  rifle  shots  to  establish  the  location  of 
friendlies.  Troops  at  night  experience  considerable  difficulty  in  judging  the 
distance  freu  a  flash  of  light  or  rifle  Bhot,  Tactically,  however,  it  is  not 
feasible  to  utilize  star  clusters  or  parachute  flares,  except  in  the  case  of 
enemy  contact  to  signal  approaching  elements. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  small  unit  commanders  become  acutely  aware  of 
the  exacting  requirement  to  establish  accurate  grid  locations  for  friendly 
position^.  In  cases  where  the  individual  is  in  doubt  to  the  accuracy  of  his 
position,  he  should  take  all  means  to  include  the  use  of  white  phosphorous 
marking  rounds  to  ascertain  his  exact  location,  The  issuance  of  saall  infra¬ 
red  signal  devices  to  the  field  units,  would  prove  to  be  a  valuable  aid  to 
the  soldiers  on  the  ground,  in  spotting  friendly  positions  during  his  movement 

(4)  Friendly  approach  into  suspected  enemy  bunker  complexes. 

(a)  Observations  When  a  unit  is  operating  near  a  suspeoted  enemy  bunker 
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ooopiox,  the  commanders  oanno't  roly  sololyteh  mdfim  bSHb*i*  artillery 
preparations  to  suitably  n3utrali.se  the  enemy  prior  to  his  entry. 

(b)  Evaluation i  la  areas  of  extensive  bunker  complexoa,  the  use  of 
medium  caliber  artillery  is  not  sufficient  to  completely  neutralise  the  enemy 
position  by  the  destruction  of  bunkors  or  ©nery  booby  traps.  Destruction  of 
onary  bunker  systems  can  only  be  assumed  through  the  use  of  heavy  artillery 
strikes  or  tactical  air  strike b.  In  cases  of  artillery  preparations  that 
are  less  than  totally  destructive,  the  enemy  is  pro-warned  of  a  possible  im¬ 
pending  attack  or  intrusion  of  his  position,  and  hence  additional  measures  are 
required. 

(c)  Roeomondatioh :  Prior  to  the  approach  into  an  enemy  bunker  complex 
which  is  additionally  suspocted  to  bo  booby  trapped,  the  unit  commander 
should  request  ail  available  moans  to  attempt  to  neutralise  the  suspooted  enemy 
position.  In  addition,  the  approaching  elements  need  to  be  instructed  to  pre¬ 
cede  their  advance  by  continuous  artillery  strikes,  i.e,,  "walking®  artillery 
forward  along  the  route  of  advance. 

(5)  Deceptive  attacks  ty  the  enemy. 

(a)  Observation*  The  enamy  uses  deceptive  attacks  to  osoapo  friendly 
elements. 

(b)  Evaluation:  When  the  enemy  becomes  aware  that  friendly  units  are 
deploying  to  surround  his  positions,  he  will  initiate  probing  attacks  to  cause 
friendly  units  to  maneuver  to  an  apparent  pocket  of  resistance.  As  friendly 
units  maneuver,  the  enemy  will  escape  around  the  friondly  element, 

(c)  Recommendation:  Units  must  be  alert  to  continually  cover  all  enemy 
escape  routoa,  even  when  maneuvering  against  a  known  enomy  location, 

(6)  Enemy  utilization  of  dud  US/Allied  ammunition. 

(a)  Observation:  Tho  enemy  used  dud  US/Ailiod  ammunition  in  an  indiroct 
fira  role  during  the  reporting  period  against  a  brigade  patrol  base, 

(b)  ’^valuation:  Threo  rounds  landed  near  tho  born,  two  outside  and  ono 
inside,  but  failed  to  detonato.  A  patrol,  while  checking  tho  area  after  tho 
blast,  found  a  crater  and  one  satchel  charge  with  CS  placed  upon  a  projecting 
charge  in  a  directional  trench.  Fill  dirt  had  been  used  to  cushion  tho  satchel 
charge  from  the  propelling  blast.  The  rounds  and  tho  satchol  ohargo  were 
fused  in  the  sane  manner.  Two  tins  fuses  with  pull  release  fuse  ignitors  and 

a  time  pencil  were  placed  in  eaoh  of  the  projectiles.  Those  were  initiated  by 
means  of  trip  wires  which  were  stretoihbd  tight  as  the  projectiles  were  pro= 
polled  toward  tho  target.  The  propelling  charges  vora  double  fused  with  tine 
fuse  to  allow  the  enemy  party  to  ole or  the  area  prior  to  detonation. 

(c)  Recommendation:  Units  should  initiate  a' program  of  dud  round  de¬ 
struction,  when  encountered  on  operations,  in  order  to  deny  the  enemy  of  a 
sourco  of  indireot  fire  weapon* 


25 


CONFIDENTIAL 


■  AVMHD 


CONFIDENTIAL 


16  liar  71 


d«  Organization,  Ilona  • 

e.  Training  ^ 

*4 

(1)  Marksmanship  training. 

(a)  Observation:  There  was  a  tendency  for  personnel  to  incorporate 
incorrect  mdrksmanship  techniques  when  engaging  enemy  targets  at  close-in 
ranges,  i.e. ,  utilizing  automatic  fire  instead  of  taking  well  aimed  shots. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Personnel  needed  to  be  trained  in  correct  marksmanship 
procedures,  weapons  maintenance,  and  proper  zeroing  procedures. 

(c)  Recommendation :  Fire  support  bases  should  establish  field  expedient 
marksmanship  ranges  and  quicker eaotion  firing  ranges,  Thereby,  proper  marksman¬ 
ship  can  be  taught, 

(2)  Training  of  Clinical  Specialists* 

(a)  Observation:  It  has  been  established  that  experienced  Clinical 
Specialists  are  capable  of  handling  all  treatment  necessary  at  battalion  aid 
stations  thus  eliminating  the  need  for  surgeons  .at  that  level, 

(b)  Evaluation:  Clinical  Specialists  are  arriving  iq  Vietnam  directly 
from  their  MOS  training  school  without  having  the  practical  experience  neces¬ 
sary  in  performing  the  emergency  trauma  treatment  immediately  required  of  them. 

(c)  '  Recommendation:  Clinical  SpeoialistB  should  have  at  least  a  year  of 
practical  experience  in  a  trauma  ward  prior  to  arriving  in  Vietnam. 

i*  logistics, 

(l)  Maintenance  supply  support. 

(a)  Observation:  Maintenance  supply  support  subjective  management  during 
the  deactivation  of  a  division  by  increments  causes  problems  in  projecting 
anticipated  needs. 

(b)  Evaluation: ‘  Separate  units,  such  as  signal,  engineer  or  cavalry 
fcattalions/squadrona,  reduced  to  company  size  elements,  are  assigned  a  new 
equipment  density.  Suoh  units  must  recompute  the  authorized  initial  stockage 
of  repair  parts.  The  unit  must  consider  how  long  it  will  remain  active  and 
deoide  either 'to  order  the  complete  initial  stockage,  less  repair  parts  al¬ 
ready  on  hand,  or  to  order  only  repair  parts  for  which  the  unit  anticipates  a 
high  demand,  Possession  of  the  complete  initial  stockage  will  cover  most  ' 
contingencies.  However,  it  requires  greater  accounting,  more  storage  space, 
more  time  to  fill  and  retrograde.  The  unit  may  not  exist  long  enough  to  follow 
the  prescribed  procedure  to  accumulate  demand  history  to  turn-in  parts  for 
which  insufficient  demand  exists.  Possession  of  only  anticipated  high  demand 
repair  parts  will  cover  less  than  most  contingencies.  However,  it  requires 
less  accounting,  less  storage,  and  lesB  time  to  fill  and  retrograde.  The  unit 
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may  be  confident  that  responsive  supply  system  could  provide  an  unanticipated 
but  urgently  required  repair  part, 

(o)  Bsccsmendation:  Reorganized  urdta,  during  a  time-phased  divisional 
deactivation,  project  their  life  expectancy  and  determine  if  it  is  in  their 
own  interest  to  order  a  complete  initial  stockage  of  repair  parts  or  to  an¬ 
ticipate  demand  history  and  to  order  selectively  only  high  demand  items  for 
stockage. 


g.  Communications  i  None. 

h.  Material:  None. 


i.  Other:  None* 


3.  The  period  1  March  1971  to  28  April  1971  will  be  reported  in  the  2d 
Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division  After  Action  Report  Keystone  Robin  (Charlie). 
Addresses  listed  in  distribution  below  will  receive  the  aforementioned 
report. 


6  Incl 

1.  Troop  List 

2.  Enemy  Strength  and  Disposition 

3.  Ltr,  Employment  of  Mechanical 
Ambushes 


3KI 

Colonel,  Infantry 
Commanding 


4.  Ltr,  Security  of  SOI  Material 

5.  Sketch  Map 

6.  Sketch  Map 
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MACTR-G3PT  (16  War  71)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  1  I.ovember  1970 
to  28  February  1971,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R3)  (U) 

HQ,  Third  Regional  assistance  Command,  aPO  ^an  Francisco  96266  J5  JUN  1971 

THRU:  Commanding  General,  US  army  Vietnam,  aTTJ:  aVHDO-DO,  aPO  96375 

Commander-In-Chief,  US  Army  Pacific,  a  IT  A :  CrOP-DT,  aPO  96538 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  otaff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 

Array,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

1 .  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report  -  Lessons 
Learned  for  the  period  ending  28  February  1 971  from  Headquarters,  2d  Brigade 
(Prov)  (Sep),  25th  Infantry  Division. 

2.  (C)  Comments  follow: 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  friendly  approach  into  suspected  enemy 
bunker  complexes,  page  24,  para  2c  (4)j  concur,  because  of  its  Lreater 
accuracy,  the  8-inch  howitzer  should  be  used  in  preference  to  the  175mm  gun. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  training  of  Clinical  Specialists,  page  26, 
para  2e  (2)}  concur.  The  clinical  specialists  eventually  destined  to  replace 
the  battalion  surgeons  have  not  yet  completed  their  training.  An  additional 
year  of  training  is  being  given  in  addition  to  what  has  been  given  to  the 
medical  technicians  (MOS  91 G)  currently  available  for  the  assignment. 

c.  Reference  item  concerning  "PLL  stockage"  page  26,  para  2f  (l);  concur. 
When  a  unit  can  accurately  predict  its  life  expectancy  to  be  a  short  period 

of  time,  it  is  impractical  to  order  a  stockage  of  repair  parts  that  will 
probably  never  be  used  and  must  be  turned  back  in.  However,  if  the  unit 
cannot  accurately  predict  its  life  expectancy  because  of  the  security 
classification  of  plans  for  future  redeployment,  the  unit  must  form  its  PLL 
in  accordance  with  applicable  regulations. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER : 


KtiANETH  A.  PaYaNT 
Major,  AGO 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 
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A VH DO-DO  (16  Mar  71)  2nd  Ind 

SUBJECT »  Operational  Report  —  Lessons  Learned  For  The  Period  3 
November  1970  to  28  February  19?1 


Headquarters,  United  States,  irmy  Vietnam,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  2 5  JUN  1971 


TO i  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTNt  GPOP-FD, 
APO  96558 


This  Headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Repoxt-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  period  ending  28  February  1971  from  Headquarters,  2d  Brigade 
(Prov)(Sep)  25th  Infantry  Division  and  concurs  with  comments  of 
indorsing  headquarters. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER 1 


C  P  T  .  I  N  F  . 

Acting  Asst  Adjutant  GcneroJ 

Cv  furnj 

2/25 th  Inf  Div 

TRAC 
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GFOP-FD  (16  Mar  71)  3d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  for  the  period  1  November 
1970  to  28  February  1971 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APQ  San  Francisco  96558  gg  j(JL 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


ifkl.ffkvh 

M.  L.  MAH 
2LT,  AGC 
Asst  AG 
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MOOP  LIST 

2d  Brigade  (Provisional) (Separate) 
25th  Infantry  Division 


1  Bn-  (a) ,  5th  Inf 

2  Bn}  1 2th  Inf 

3  Bn}  22d  Inf 

1  Bn,  27th  Inf 


Support  Units j 

HHC,  2d  Me  (Prov)(Sep),  25th  Inf  Div 

225th  Spt  Bn  (formerly  25th  CSS  Bn) 

54th  Engr  Co  ('formerly  65th  Bngr  Co) 

532d  Sig  Co  (formerly  125th  Sig  Co) 

544th  MP  Pit  (formerly  25th  MB  Pit) 

9th  Ohera  Det 

13th  Mil  Hist  Bet 

20th  Public  Info  Bet 

5B4th  MI  Bet  (formerly  25th  MI  Det) 


Brigade  Troops: 

1  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105)  (Ds) 

Co  P  (Ranger) ,  75th  Inf 
33th  Inf  Pit  (Scout  Dog) 

65-fch  Inf  Pit  (Combat  Traokor) 

Trp  F  (Air),  4th  Gav  (formerly  D/3-4 
Cay) 
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EiSMT  STRENGTH  AND  DISPOSITION 


UNIT 

STRENGTH 

LAST  IDENTIFICATION 

LOCATION 

MR7 

540 

19  Fab  TT848932 

Nui  Be  area 

MR7  RSG 

2000 

9  Fob  IT749Q. 

Nui  May  Tao  area 

J85  Trans  Bn 

430 

24  Fob  IT30209L 

Southern  MR7 

^95  Trans  Bn 

709 

16  Jan  ^1^89580 

Northern  MR7 

33d  NVA  Rgt 

815 

Hq/Spt  Ibits 

405 

15  Feb  ZT063III 

Nui  Qng  area 

1  NVA  Jhf  Bn 

220 

12  Jan  11802719 

Nui  Ong  area 

2  NVA  Inf  Bn 

170 

28  Jan  XT777289 

S  Vo  Dat.  area 

3  NVA  Inf  Bn 

195 

16  Feb  YT517043 

N3  Xuan  Loc 

(aka  D2  Bn) 

274-  MF  Inf  Rgt 

765 

Hq/Spt  Units 

1  Inf  Bn 

400 

27  Feb  IT305028 

NW  Qng  Qua  Plant 

135 

17  Feb  YT401030 

B/Chackorboard  Plant 

2  Inf  fti 

110 

15  Fab  YT312077 

W/Checkorboard  PL  ant 
dispersed  SS  Bion  Koa(P) 

3  Tnf  fti 

66 

14  Feb  XS1492 

74  Arty  Rgt 

560 

W/ Checkerboard  Plant 
N/U-l  (P) 

Hq  / Spt  Units 

90 

26  Feb  IT2 75066 

1  Arty 

135 

23  F@b  YT279L47 

2  Arty 

165 

22  Jan  XS254957 

Binh  Son  area 

3  Arty  Bn 

170 

24  Fob  XT308049 

SW  Hung  Nghia 

SR4  Hq 

2  VS  MF  Bn 

58O 

31  Jan  YS444877 

14  Fob  XSUO938 

W  of  Viet  Ouong 

100 

S  Nhon  Trach  4  SR4  Hq 

4  VC  MF  Bn 

90 

20  D»o  70  XS049928 

disporsod  NW/Nhon 
Trach/Thu  Due 

8  VC  MF  Sappor  Eh 

60 

24  Fob  XS060923 

disporsod  Nhon  Trach 

10  W  Sappor  Bn 

260 

20  Doo  70  13209799 

RSSZ/S3  Nhon  Trach 

Ba  Long  (P)  Hq 

475 

16  Jan  XS5397 

W/Ksy  Tao 

m5  Bn  (LF) 

150 

19  Jan  XS7IO704 

Nui  Mao  Tao  aroa 

U-l  (P)  Hq 

100 

18  Fob  XT333163 

NS  Trang  3om 

U  U-l  (?) 

ra.  Bn 

100 

U  Jul  70  X 19^187 

Dg  Bn 

110 

19  Jul  63  XT200075 

S3  U-l  (P) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

ISPARTMaiT  OF  THjS  ARM? 
Headquartors,  2d  Brlgado  C?R0V)(3fi?) 
25th  Infantry  Division 
APO  96268 


AVDCSILC  4  Bocoabor  19?0 

SUBJECT:  Employment  of  Mechanioal  Ambushes  (U) 


SM  HtSTRIBUHQN 


I,  (U)  Purposo.  The  purpose  of  this  diroetiva  is  to  osrtablieh  a  policy 
governing  tho  employment  of  the  mechanical  ambush  (Hi). 

2»  (U)  Scopoa  This  directive  applios  to  all  units  assignod,  attached, 

or  under  the  operational  control  of  the  2d  Brigade* 

3*  (C)  Definitions*  Tho  following  definitions  apply* 

a.  Ambush  Position  (Day /Night)*  Th6  location  of  tho  porsonnol 

conducting  tho  ambush* 

b»  Attended  Mechanical  Ambush  (AJ&)S  A  mechanical  ambush  that  is 
located  not  loss  than  100m  and  not  more  than  500»  Prom  the  Ambush  Position* 
The  word  fiattondodn  implies  that  friendly  personnel  ara  able  to  obsorvo  and/ 
or  move  immediately  to  tho  moohanioal  ambush. 

o«  Unattended  mechanical  ambush  (UHA)*  A  moohanical  ambush  that  is 
located,  more  than  50Qo  from  tho  Ambush  Position  and  cannot  be  observed  by 
friendly  personnel* 

4,  (C)  Policy* 

a*  General*  It  is  the  Brigade  Commander’ s  policy  that  M&'s  will  be 
fully  utilized  to  assist  in  the  destruction  of  tho  onecy*  Inherent  in 
this  policy  is  the  responsibility  of  subordinate  commando rs  to  impress 
upon  porsonnol  the  hasards  connected  with  the  M*  and  tho  safoty  prooautiuns 
required* 

b.  Unattended  Mechanical  Agbushes.  The  Brigade  Consnander  retains  tho 

authority  to  approve  employment  of  UJ&’s*  Unattended  Mechanical  Ambushos 

Hill  not  be  employed  in  populated  areas#  Request  for  permission  to  employ 
UM&’  s  in  unpopulated  areas  will  b®  submitted  to  this  HQ,  ATTN*  AVDCS&.C 

and  include  tho  proposed  location,  duration*  provisions  for  rooovoiy,  and  a 
statement  to  the  offset  that  the  has  beat  coordinated  with  and  approved 
by  Dlstrlot  and  Province* 
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AVDCSELC  ip  December  197® 

SUBJECTS  i&nployraen..  of  Mechanical  Ambushes 

o*  Attcndad  Mechanical  Ambushes,  Units  employing  AML's  will 
adhere  to  the  following  measuros' 

Cl)  When  this  devioo  is  usod  in  populated  aro&s,  it  will  not  be 
emplaced  until  after  curfew  hours  and  will  be  detonated  in  place  or  removed 
before  the  end  of  curfew. 

(2)  Commanders  will  insure  that  mechanical  ambush  locations, 
patterns,  and  typos  of  triggoring  mochanisms  aro  precisely  recorded  and  that 
these  records  aro  maintained  until  the  ambush  is  removed  or  destroyed. 

(3)  AMA*  3  should  ba  retrieved  within  hoars  of  installation. 
(This  duration  of  emplacement  has  been  judged  as  the  point  of  diminishing 
return,  i.e.  the  chances  of  eneny  detection  and  tampering  or  removal 
greatly  increases  while  the  probability  of  producing  enemy  oasualtios 
decreases*)  If  the  AHA  is  left  in  place  longer  than  h8  hours,  it  should 
be  blown  dr.  place. 

5.  (U)  Responsibilities. 

a.  Commanders  will  insure  that  the  mechanical  ambush  is  only  employed 
by  personnel  thoroughly  trained  and  knowledgeable  of  its  characteristics, 
capabilities,  safety,  and  control  measures  for  employment. 

b.  Commanders  will  insure  that  refresher  training  is  conducted  monthly 
for  all  personnel  connected  with  tho  use  of  mechanical  ambushes. 

0.  Gonaaandars  aro  responsible  for  determining  and  disseminating  the 
current  curfew  hours,  populated  areas,  and  civilian  access  area 3  in  their  AC. 

FOR  THi  COMMAtfUiiRs 


s/  DAVID  M,  NCRRJS 
t/  DAVID  M.  NORRIS 
Major,  AQC 
Adjutant  General 
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DSPARTrSJlJT  OF  THE  kVM 
Headquarters,  2d  Brigade  (P'rovK Sep) 

25th  Infantiy  Division 

AFO  96268 

AVBMCO  24  December  19?0 

SUBJECT*  Socurity  of  SOX  Mato rial  (U) 


SEE  fflSTHIBUHOxi 


1.  (C)  Ovor  tho  past  JO  days,  Brigade  units  have  lost  a  total  of  two 
SOI's  or  SOI  extracts  (including  USKA.C  Codes)  and  ono  Hoy  List.  Com¬ 
promise  of  security  information  in  each  case  is  probable. 

2.  (G)  Tho  foregoing  situation  is  serious  on  several  counts,  but 
primarily  it  evidences  dereliction  of  duty  by  personnel  of  authority, 
and  it  can  cost  American  lives.  I  am  very  concerned  ->ver  the  fact  that 
all  losses  resulted  from  simple  negligence  or  carelessness. 

3.  (C)  Procedures  for  handling,  transporting,  storing,  safeguarding, 
and  accounting  for  this  critical  material  are  specified  in  tho  3  series 
SSI  Item.  Apparently,  this  instruction  is  eithor  not  understood  or  not 
road.  As  such,  each  Commander  is  directed  to  institute  procedures 
command-wide  whereby  the  security  of  SOI  or  SOI  extract  data  (including 
USKAC  Codes)  will  be  kept  in  a  protective  booklet  that  is  securely 
fastened  with  both  parts  of  a  standard  BCCO  fastener.  Booklets  will 
consist  of  both  front  and  back  covers  that  are  thoroughly  re info read 

at  hinged-joint  with  cloth  or  plastic  tape.  When  any  booklet  starts  to 
deteriorate,  it  will  be  replaced*  The  booklet  will  be  secured  to 
holder's  person  by  a  cord  around  tho  neck  and  will  bo  kept  in  uniform 
or  protective  vest  breast  pocket  when  not  in  use.  A  closed  loop  will 
be  threaded  through  at  least  two  holes  of  SOI  extract  protective  book¬ 
let  and  tied  so  that  loop  fits  seeurily  around  holder1 s  neck.  The  nyl  n 
bootlace  is  adequate  for  the  job.  Identification  tag  chains  are  not 
adequato . 

4.  (C)  SOI  material  will,  not  bo  loft  in  rooms,  barracks,  foot  lockerf, 
etc*.  Any  time  this  material  is  not  physically  on  the  psrson  to  whom  it 
has  boon  issuod,  it  will  bo  properly  secured  in  a  locked  metal 
container. 
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SUBJiSCX:  Security  of  SOI  Mato  rial  (C) 


2 4  IWrtjber  1970 


5»  (C)  Mo  holdor  of  an  SOI,  or  501  oxtract  (including  USJCAC  Codas), 

will  pass  his  assigned  document  to  any  other  individual  prior  to  verify¬ 
ing  that  the  individual  is  listed  on  the  unit*  s  authorized  holder  roster* 

6.  (C)  Commanders  will  maintaip  current  rosters  of  authorized  SOI 

extract  holders.  SOI  extracts  are  to  bs  issued  to  authorized  individuals 
strictly  on  a  tactically  essential  basis.  A  hand  receipt  will  be  completed 
and  signed  by  sach  recipient  for  all  classified  material  received  in  the 
SOI  extract.  All  SOI  holders  will  bs  cognizant  of  all  provisions  of  the 
SSI  item  3  series,  and  this  knowledge  will  bo  checked  regularly  by  their 
commanders  to  insure  that  the  safeguard  measures  set  forth  in  para  3  and 
4  of  this  letter  ax’s  being  implemented. 

7*  (C)  Individuals  transporting  SOI  material  and  USKkC  Codos  will 

follow  the  provisions  outlined  in  paragraph  4-3$  Ail  39 0-5 •  ^ho  material 

will  be  inclosed  in  two  opaque  envelopes  and  contain  a  receipt  for  tno 
documents*  The  inner  envelope  will  be  narked  with  the  classification 
of  the  material,  the  outer  envelop?  will  'oo  marked  "By  Safe  Hands*"  A 
classified  document  control  receipt,  BA  '$om  1203  will  bo  attached  to  the 
outer  envelope*  Ihe  material  will  be  carried  by  the  courier  in  such  a 
manner  to  preclude  loss.  A  suggested  .-leans  of  transporting  SOI  material 
is  in  a  briefcase* 

8.  (U)  The  instructions  contained  horein  apply  at  all  levels  down  to 
and  including,  the  individual  SOI  user,  even  though  he  may  be  authorized 
to  hold  only  one  extract  page* 

9.  Cu)  i*n  inspection  team  will  be  foraed  fron  too  Brigade  Koadquartors 
to  insure  compliance  of  the  instructions  contained  in  this  letter. 


s/JCSEPH  8,  UJAICBKI 
H.  UutiTQSKI 
Colonel,  Infantry 
Commanding 

nTo.'nTVTortffrrmi  . 
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